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D Lys, a young Man of large Fortune. 
Joszen, a Weaver. 
RENT, an old Man, formerly a Farmer, reduced 
! to great Diſtreſs. 

onſieur Du Nor R, an Attorney. 
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Nor AR. 


ELIX, Superintendent and Maitre d'Hotel in the 
Family of De Lys. 5 
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The DISTRESS'D FAMILY. 

The fcene repreſents a wretched apartment without a chimney, the 
furniture very old and web a piece of torn tapeſtry partly con- 
ceals a bed; at the end of the room there is a ſmall window, 
with the panes broken and replaced by paper; near it is the loom 
of a weaver : the door of a cloſet at the end of the room is half 
open, through which is ſeen the foot of a little beet. 
This apartment is fituate at the fide of a magnificent houſe that is 
| ſuppoſed to be lately rebuilt, and of which this old apartment ori- 
ginally formed a part. The new houſe is inhabited by a young 

man of fortune. 7 | 3 


. * . 


1 


e SCENE I. 
| Jon wd eber 


* 2X Charlotte is dreſt and aſleep on the bed in the cloſet ; only 
1 her feet are ſeen. „ So 

7 . The ſcene is lighted by a ſmall lamp, which ſeems almoſt extin- 

. guiſhed: Jos ER, at his work, gets up occaſionally to raiſe the 

# 5 wick of the lamp. Goes on tiptoe to ſee if CHARLOTTE ſleeps; 
, == returns ſatisfied, on perceiving that ſhe does: at the time that he 
Is returning a violent burſt of laughter, which ſeems to proceed 

̃tom a little diſtance, followed by the ſound of muſſcal inſtru- 

maents, ſtartles him; he appears diſturbed left it ſhould awaken his 

— #fiſter; lifts up his eyes to heaven as in exclamation, then reſumes 
is ſeat; and, ere he begins his work, breathes on his fingers as 

to warm them. 3 . | 

III firikes four—thank heaven the dear girl ſleeps 

1 —my poor Charlotte—the only happineſs of my 


life is having ſuch a ſiſter my affection for you ani- 
mates and renders me indefatigable.—— Well—T have 
greatly forwarded her work, and almoſt finiſhed my 
own. [The laughing and noiſe 1 What a noiſe ! 

| The 
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The young rake at next door, and his libertine 


F _ companions, have been up all night, and their riots are 
Wl not over yet; they don't care how much they diſturb 

0 their poor neighbours, though they complain loudly _ 
? if in the courſe of our bufineſs we awaken them even 
i at mid-day. To what miſery are we reduced ! But 
16 it is not for me to complain. —Alas! my poor father, 
1 how much ſeverer is your miſery; you who were ever ® 


it ſo good, ſo benevolent. (Sighs.) But I would rather be 
* his ſon, unhappy and diſtreſſed as he is, than owe mx 
exiſtence to ſome of theſe more fortunate men, whole 
conduct makes me ſhudder. —My father has always 
aſſiſted his fellow-creatures, and I have ſeen rich men 
who—Well, the eye of Providence watches over all! 
and my conſcience is at peace. [Goes to a pitcher of 


lf water, out of which he drinks, then returns to his work], 
| I work day and night without repining, and endea- 
„ vour to ſupport my unhappy fate patiently.— But our 
1 work is ſo ill paid, and the uncertainty of ſelling it 
4 even at the reduced price, which our neceſſities oblige 
q ma—e to take, diſtreſſes me.—The merchant promiſed 
= mee but he is ſo hard. He abounds in riches, yet takes 
1 advantage of my ſituation to extort money from me. 


The cold ſeems to increaſe Cruel winter | why 
doſt thou ſympathize with the hard hearts of our op- 
preſſors, to overwhelm us with mifery ? How wretched! 
to confider that the earth is covered with wood, yet 
we cannot get a ſtick for firing this ſeyere ſeaſon ; 
then bread, that indiſpenſable article, is ſo dear. — 


| The rich, to increaſe their ſtores, have found the _ 
* art of ſtarving the poor. [Liftens.] I think I hear 
| _ - Charlotte—the noiſe has awakened her. — 3 3 
; Charlotte comes from the cloſet ſeeming half aſleep, looks 
N act her work, and, in a little anger, ſays, = 


It 
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It is inſufferable, aber Yau have let me over- 
fleep myſelf ; it 1s almoſt day indeed I have ſlept too 
long. 
5 Joskpu. 


:No; no, my dear fiſter—without reſt you would be 
ill—it is but two hours ſince I obliged you to repoſe a 
little, and you already | 


CHA RLOTTE. 


Ex Is it for you to reproach me on this ſubject? You 
have been at work the whole REA am not I as 
= able 


Josxrn iverrugting). 


Fo Do not think of me, Charlotte—you are delicate, 
alVsnqd require more reſt than me; I am ftrong and can 
ſupport fatigue. [Taking her. hands. Good heavens 

_ My Poor Charlotte, how cold you are 5 


CAR LOTTE. 


9 Ah, Joſep h! when we lived in the country a and 
8 walked out in the ſnow, though it froze harder than it 
does now, we did not complain, 


Joszen. 


What times do you recall. Happy! happy days! 

5 The cruel misfortunes that have fince overwhelmed 
us, were then unforeſeen—how could we then conceive 
= 1 that my father would be ruined and thrown into pri- 
ſon? Unconſcious of the misfortunes that awaited 
us, we braved the rigour of the ſevereſt ſeaſons in 
purſuit of our rural paſtimes—how different from our 
Preſent fituation! In want of even the neceflaries of 
life, excluded by frozen walls from all the world, and 
= weeping over the unhappy fate of a tender parent 
= deprived of his N Let we have one confola- 
t B 2 tion 


— 
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tion, my Charlotte, amidſt all our miferies—we are 
not ſeparated. 


CHARLOTTE. 


Do not complain then, it grieves me to ) hear you 


ſigh. Of what uſe are our tears? Providence, which 
diſpoſes all things, ordains it thus; and doubtleſs for 
wiſe purpoſes, A day will come, I truſt, when we 


ſhall be better off; in the mean time let us exert our- 


| ſelves, and work cheerfully and induftriouſly. [Goes to 
her work]. But how comes this? Indeed you vex me 
brother: how often have I told you. each has their 
taſk ; have you not enough of your own to do? It is 
a reflection on me; it ſeems as if ] were unable, or 
_ unwilling to work.—l have 3 ſo frequently i» 
of this, —Indeed Iu: vex me.— 


Joskrn. 


1 VEX you! Jos Charlotte, me! Do not be angry 71 
with me. 


Crantorry. 
Angry! no.—But you muſt not touch my work 


again, I repeat, each has their taſk. 


Joszyn. 


Well, 8 you fee there is ſtill much to do. 


1 muſt go now and take my laſt night's s work to the 
l merchant. oe 


Crantorts. 
It i 1s very early. 


Ves; but he goes out ſo FOO that ! fear to 5 
him: yet it grieves me always t to quit JW, you, fall 
into Tuck melancholy reflections, 


| CrantortE, 


l 


F. 3 

? - 

1 
2 
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CHARLOT TE. 


Go then, but make haſte back that we may take 
my father his PL . 


Josxyn. 


the payment of the money. Alas! this is our only 


ſcanty meal. If he does not pay us, how ſhall we 


ä 5 | CnanLotTE. „„ 
Dont begin the e day in deſpair. We have been 


in expectation from day to day for ſome time of dying 


for want; but though we have ſuffered much, by reſo- 
lution. and N we have got through it. Do you, 
forget yeſterday ? you were in deſpair at not having 
been able to ſell my work, though you had applied to 
every body you thought likely to purchaſe it. As you 


was the hand of heaven that had preſented the ſea- 


ſonable relief; will not that heaven ſtill protect us, if 


we continue to deſerve it, though all the world ſhould 
dlaeeſert us? And you will acknowledge, that in ſpite 


- _ happy hours. When we vitit my father, when we 


Jive him his daily ſupport, when he bleſſes us, 1 
could weep for joy at the idea, at being enabled to 


give that excellent parent relief. Were we not then 


Mpx 
Joszen, 


I: 9, 


Ves, my Charlotte, we were, we were W. ith rap- 


B 3 lr 


Iam fo 3 the merchant ſhould put off 
dependance; we have nothing left of yeſterday's 


> ſupport ourſelves to-day, or give the uſual aſſiſtance 
do my poor father who has —_ elſe to FP him? 


were returning, a chance cuſtomer bought it; how 
happy you came home. You ſaid a thouſand times, it 


pf all our misfortunes, we have paſſed ſome txul y 


V7 ture 1 recall thoſe precious moments; I atk no other 


4 
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favour of heaven.—In the corner of a priſon ſeated 


on ſtraw, we have ſhed the exquiſite tears of tender- 


neſs. —It is only the unhappy who truly love. 


CHARLOTTE. 
Who can prevent us enjoying the happineſs of do- 


meſtic affection every day? Our poverty cannot de- 


prive us of this comfort. Remember our dear fa- 


| ther's patience ; we have ſeen him ſmile in the boſom 
of misfortune; he does not indulge unavailing « com- 
plaints, his mind is all peace and ſerenity : his coun- 
tenance brightened by the ſmiles of hope, when he 
ſpeaks all my griefs are calmed, his precepts are ſo 
111 'tis ſo ſweet to hear him, that were it not for 
the neceſſity of working for our ſupport, I would 
never quit him a moment. It inſpires me with courage 
to go through the fatigue of our long day's work, "ROOM 


1 reflect that he is benefited by it. 


Joszpn. x: . 


Ah, Charlotte! you are a conſoling angel ſent by 


heaven to ſoften his ſorrows and recompenſe his 


| misfortunes. I wonder not at the preference he gives 
you in his affections: I have not half your virtues. 


CHARLOTTE. 


You do yourſelf injuſtice Joſeph, I am as proud of 
being your ſiſter as his daughter: could 1 chuſe from 
all the world, I would aſk of heaven no other father, 0 


no other brother. | 


- Jostpn. 
With what delight I liſten to you. 


- CH eEnkror rz. 


Would you for all the riches i in the world change 


your relations? 
Joxzyn 
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Jos ERH. 


Mel. I woy'd rather die than form ſuch A with— 
But, ah Charlotte deareſt Charlotte! | 


CHARLOTTE. 
What 8 has matter 2 


. Jos gyn. 
I ſhall vex you. 5 
CHARLOTTE, 

No: : — tell me: 
Jose, 
9 
3 Cantor n- 
| W hat occaſions that ſigh Joſeph ? 


osx n. . 
Ah, my Charlotte! we ſhall one day be emen : 


Chanklorrz. 


| Separated ! Wherefore ?—Ah, brother, I 4 Id 
not lon 8 ſurvive you. 


Josxyn. N 5 


* 


1 am ; too well convinced of the certainty of what 1 

fear. But, I allude not to our death; I know that 
one stroke would take both. —Roflect a moment, 

15 and yu wal gueſs.—— £ 


= 1 
E 1 I do not tungerſiand; YOu, explain what * ou 


5 4 1 Josxrh. 
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* 
. 


— 


ä 


N 
0 

I 

VN 

1 
15 
Wi 
3: | 
: "IL 
Bad. 


— w—— 


— 
— 


* — 
0 1 —— 2 
LET 0 
— -< —— — ——— — 
2 » 2 — - 
-—— 


16 THE DISTRESS'D' FAMILY; 


: Toszrn. 50 


* * 


If the idea does not occur to you, my dear fiſter, 
ſo much the better, ſo much the better, I will not 


mention it again. Farewell [Going]. 
Don't go Joſeph till you have explained this; you 


have made me uneaſy—tell me- why ſhould we 
part ? | | a eee £3 id. 3 


5 Jos gh. [Sighing.] 
Ah ſiſter! when you marry. 


* F o 
4 &. 4 


CHARLOTTE. 


Now I underſtand you, my dear apprehenfive bxo- 
ther; but you are miſtaken, that ſhall not ſeparate us: 


when you 'marry your wife will be my ſiſter; we 
will live together: I will love her affectionately for 


your ſake. 


i Juoskrn. „ 
I do not ſpeak of my marriage, Charlotte; you 


know my father has often told us, that when he is re- 
leaſed from priſon he will diſpoſe of you: he ſays he 
has found a huſband with whom you will be happy. 


 CnanLotTE. [Smiling.] 


Don't you perceive that it was only to amuſe us; he 


ſaid that he wiſhed to prevent our thoughts from 
dwelling on our diſtreſſes. Joſeph, you know my fin= 


cerity: believe me I cannot bear the thoughts of 


marriage; I do not approve of any of the men I have 


hitherto ſeen. Thoſe of our tation diſguſt me, not 
from their poverty, but their morals, their manners 


are ſo uncongenial to mine. Thoſe in a- more ex- 
alted ſituation of life are ſtill leſs agreeable to me. 
I will freely own to you, I have never met with any 

a.” 1 ES. diſpoſition 
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diſpofition that I thought calculated to make me 
happy but yours; bleſſed with ſuch a brother, I do 
not wiſh for a huſband. You are differently Cir- 
cumſtanced ; you. have infinite ſenſibility, it may 
ſoon meet an object that will give your fiſter only a 
lecond Place 1 in your affection. 


Joszen [PPith animation], 


Oh Charlotte! if it depends only upon that. But 
will ”_ always be of this opinion? 


CHARLOTTE, 
Always, mt! » ſhall never be happy but with 
you, 
| Joszrn, 


Then I am contents: whatever happens we will 
ſive for each other, we will remain unmarried; in- 
_ deed our misfortunes make it a duty to us. You, my 
Charlotte, who are deprived of all the advantages of 
fortune, will hardly meet with a man who is deſerv- 
ing of you. In this age riches alone are valued, 
money compenſates the abſence of every amiable. 
quality; your gentle virtues, my fiſter, will never be 
{ought after, never known, but by me ; I alone am 
appriſed of their ineſtimable value. I ſhould be a loſer 
by marrying; my wife would be a loſer: for, how- 
ever amlable ſhe might be, I ſhould never think ſhe 
en Ju, and I thould never love her as I love you. 


5 5 


Nothing can ae me happier than this declara- 
tion : : have always had apprehenfions of your being 
in love with ſome one who might create a difference 
þetween us—T ſhould break w_ heart. 


Joskrn. 


— 


— 


— 
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PT TH; ase n 


There Sannbt⸗ exits being ſo inhuman as to diſ- 
nite our affections: there cannot be ſuch a charac- 


ter; yet I had the ſame ill- grounded apprehenſions. 


Fhoſe who tenderly love doubt every thing: I muſt 
go :—we will renew this fubject when we go to _— 


Father. 
| Cnantorry. . 


Make haſte back, dear Joſeph. 


Joszen. 


Depend on it I will; my deareſt Charlotte 1.; am 
never happy but with you. 


Puts his work under his coat, and goes ou, 


Cnantorre. Le FEM the e door fits dnn 60 
her work.] 


HOW happy am I with him; from my infanc: 
he has been my protector, my conſoler, my anc 


I envy not the great whoſe families are ever at vari- 


ance ; intereſt deſtroys affection in them: they prefer 


their wealth to peace, confidence, and domeſtic ten- 


derneſs. Let them enjoy their riches, I have my Jo- 


ſeph. When he ſays to me dear ſiter, my poor Char- 


lotte, the tones f his voice intereſt. and affect me ſo 
ſweetly, their gold cannot ſpeak thus to mL heart. 
for me, 

1 feel not the want of riches. If my father _— but 

ee, 


Ah, Joſeph! ſince you promiſe to live on 
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free, I ſhou'd not have a wiſh unſatisfied : ſuch a little 
would releaſe him, yet that little fails us, The rich who 
roll about in their ſplendid equi pages, ſeldom think 
of relieving the poor, or the priſoner. Oh, friend- 
ſhip !—Sweet and ſacred ſentiment, continue to poſ- 
ſeſs my heart, Deareſt brother—my affection ſhall 
be ever thine. —If I alone ſuffered I would not com- 
plain. Yet I know not why, but I work with more 
alacrity than uſual this morning, and I do not feel the 
cold ſo intenſe. [A noiſe is heard, as from an adjoining 
apartment, as of people breaking up from an entertain- 
ment. . Shutting doors violently, taking leave, carriages 
called, &c. Sc.] At laſt their midnight revels are con- 
cluded. It is day break.— Ah! this is not 3 "4 
the ſound of their voices convince me it is only 
noiſe. True happineſs, like genuine grief, is ſeldom 
loud. Yet I cannot help fighing, when I reflect that 
the half of what they have thrown away this night, 
what with their luxurious ſupper, expenſive wines, 
and deep play, would have releaſed my poor father, 
and ALY other unfortunate ſufferers, from a priſon. 


[4 knecking at the door, 
| | CrantonTE. 
| WHO's there? 


Du Noiz. b budhy.] 
Open the door, open the door, 5 
FFF 
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CHARLOTTE. 
It is our landlord, 1 believe. hk it you W Du 
Noir? 
Du Nom. | [Kickin ain louder. 
Ves, yes; open the door I tell you. 


[Charlotte opens the door, Du Noir and Felix come in] 


CHARLOTTE: 
Good morning to you, fir, 


Dv Nos. 


So. Upon my word you make me wait finely : what 
occaſion is there for your faſtening your door ſo care- 


fully? you need not fear being robbed, I think. 


[Charlotte carries her work to a corner of tle room and 
ts down to it, abaſhed.) 


Fi ELIx. 
18 this the room you mentioned? 5 


5 Dv Nos, 
Yes. 
: Ferix. [Cntemptuaſy.] 
— = Do Noir. 
Pitch 1 have no other. As it is ſo cloſe to your 


mater s houſe, I thought it would ſuit you: every other 
room I could poſſibly ſpare he has had to enlarge his 
offices. Since you have been at the head of his fa- 


mily, his retinue has been ſo increaſed that I have been 
obliged to give up room by room almoſt every apart- 
ment In my houſe, to accommodate his ſervants. 


# © 


Felix: 


hey 


Fa 


Farms, [Slapping him on the — 
My dear fir, we can make nothing of this place, 


abſolutely nothing. I have turned your old office 


into a larder. A pleaſant metamorphis]! a lawyer's 


office changed to a N rg for proviſion! will it be 
_ to me do you think ? 


Du Nos. [Smiling.] - 
If f your catering is as ſucceſsful as mine has been 


Felix. 
That i is to ſay, : at other people's erpence. 


5 Do Noir. 
You have no right to reproach me, I think, Felix 


DEL. he „„ ooo 
"Fay, nay; no mock modeſty ! Modeſty i is no Baer 


the ton: we muſt accommodate ourſelves to the 


times. You have not ranſacked fuſty parchments all 


your life time for wenn otherwiſe how could you 
be ſo rich? ; | 


D Nous; 


Not 0 rich, not 4h rich. But if we were to exa- 


mine into every profeſſion how fortunes were acquired, 
we ſhould find enough to do; the beſt way is to meddle 


only with what concerns us. This room won't do 


then. 


FxLIx. With an air of importance.]. 


No, 1 muſt have at leaſt a decent place to put thoſe 
young pointers in that were given to my maſter; he 


would bluſh to ſee his dogs i in ſuch a miſerable hole 


as this, The wand DIows 4 in from meats corner, 


BE 


23. 
— 


— I rene erg Indo ro 


— 
— 
— — 
— 


—— — —— 

— — 2 — 1 

— 

—— —— 
— » 


— 
— 
4 
— 


— — 


— 2 — — 
ode - —— 2 — 


rt mai — 
— — 
— — 


— 2 — ꝰ . —— 
——— — — —— 


hep — 


22 THE DISTRESS'D FAMILY; 


Du Nos. [Lowering his voice.) 
Well; but I will have it repaired to accommodate 


your maſter, When the windows are glazed, the 
holes ſtopped up, and the doors mended, it will be 
quite a different Place. 


Fx LIX. 
Why was it not done ſooner ? ? 


Du Nor. [Sill ſpeaking low.) 
Why ſhould I throw away my money. This room 


has always been hired at a very low price by the 
pooreſt people, whom I have generally been obliged 
to force * from or turn them out. 


FzLIx. 
1 thought you Gd a weaver lived here? 


D Noir. 


I don't know much about him a man in a his ſitua- 
tion,—l ſhall make him quit the place immediately, 
becauſe, if you decide upon not having this room for 
the dogs, I will let you have the clerks room, and | 


* ſhall mount . 


FLIx. 


Higher! You joke; you would not fend chem into 5 
the loft ſurely ? ? Es 


. Du Nos. CON 
| Suppoſe I ſhould, what right have they to com- 


plain? I have ſuffered much greater hardſhips 1 in my 
time; but I have changed my mind, I will rw them 
this room. 


FxlLIx. [Tirni ng to Clarke, 


But, who | is that? She 1 is divinely handiome—— K 
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1 Noir. 
And been n ſhe is e n 


FELIX. 


One might have gueſſed it from her abade, though 
not from her appearance. She has not a vulgar look; 
.and.is ſo neat. 1 like her ns og £008 the be- 
ws to? 


Du NolR. 


The weaver calls her his fiſter, ſne may not be ſo; . 
but that 8 nothing to me if they pay me. 


1 FELIX. 
The more! look. at her, the more ſhe intereſts me. 


Do Noli 


You are too good—there are fo many handſome 
girls i in want now a-days, one meets nothing elſe. 


8 FxrIx. [ Superciliouſly. * 
It is too true. I declare I am tired of protecting 
* them. Yau ſaw the laſt, Mariane, what a trick the 
1 4 artful baggage played us: we took her too from ſuch 
. a miſerable ſituation. Who would trouble themſelves 
to oblige wy body after ſuch an affafr. | 


7 i Du Noir. 
YL . Well, for my part I never was duped, never in my 


life; ; I have always fteeled my heart that I might not 
make people. ungrateful. 


)J FELIx. [Laughi ne] 

mt An excellent recipe faith. But I muſt. go and. ſpeak 
to the girl. [Goes to Charlotte.] Tou are very hard at 

work, my fair one; cannot you look off one minute and 

give us a perfect view of that angelic countenance: 

are you in ſuch very great haſte to finiſh your work ? 

= —- CHARLOTTE- 
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Mr. F elix you will ceaſe to want any thing, he 
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CHARLOTTE. Ad 


Every moment is precious, ſir, to thoſe who are ſup- 
ported by their induſtry: we muſt be inceſſantly em- 
eg or ſtarve. | 


But you muſt be — cold here, without "= 


Du Noir. 
Ob, that i is the firſt article in our agreement. I don't 


truſt ſuch folks with fire, they would burn yy houſe. 


 Ferix. 
A ſhould be froze to | death here. 


Du Noi K. 

That i is all cuſtom. : 

. FELIXx. 
Cuſtom ; your humble ſervant, I have not been here 

a quarter of an hour, [To Charlotte] and I am periſh- 


ing. You ſhould come to our apartments ; it is but a 
ſtep through the ſtable yard; there is a good fire, 


where you might warm yourſelf. We muſt be ac- 


quainted ; who knows but I may make your fortune, 


as I have that of many others? 


Do Noir. [Ti 0 Charlotte earneſtly 4 
Do you know that if you are ſo lucky as to 2 


FELIX. [Interrupti N.] 


Oh, I make no promiſes ; we ſhall ſee, we ſhall ſee. 
Faith ſhe is pretty, vaſtly pretty; not very intelligent. 


Is ſhe 5 ſo ſilent and . 2 


Po 


Du Noli. 
I don't know much of her; the has not been long 
here; N 1 underſtand, is come from the hae ary 
ately. 8-7; 


: 


Felix. (Laer his 6 J 


Prom the country: ſo much the better. But where 
will the go if you turn her out? Make her ſpeak, 
for lam frozen here. {Speaking louder.) Bring the 
young woman to our houſe Mr. Savage, we ſhall” con- 
verſe more comfortably wy the fire- hde. 


Du Nos. [To Charlotte. ; i 


Do you hear what this gentleman fays: : he is ſo 
ONE to permit you tõ Warm yourſelf. b y his fire. | 


CnAKTOT TE. 


1 never go out without my brother, at J muſt re- 
main with my work till he returns. Tam much obliged 
0 2 fir. 75 


115 55 1 vv "Dy: 1 . tow F 

What a little fool ſhe wants to be courted, 1 wb 
poſe. [To Smart a/ide.) Let her alone, let her alone ; 
you are too civil to her : believe me the will be glad 
enough to come by and bye of her own accord; truſt 
my experience. [Aloud to Charlotte.] Tell your bro- 
ther he muſt pay me to-day, and get another lodging, 


elſe I ſhall ſend: the bailiff to take away the reſt of 
your rags, No more credit, | 


CnakTorrz. [Leaves her work and runs to him. ] 
| 20 Het * * p3 4% þ © 1610, 


Oh, fir, for heaven s ſake, give us a little more 
time! A little more: indeed, indeed 1 ſhall; loſe 
| bocking by: us 


G Dy Nom R. 
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— — 
r 


Du NolR. 


I am deaf, I am deaf. If I could pay rent, taxes, 
fire, proviſion, and all the articles of ſubſiſtence with 
words, well and good: but all the ſecrets of my art 


have not taught me to avoid theſe curſed payments. 


„ } 
 CHanLoOTTE. 


| Here me but one word. A beſeech you, fir, to. liften 
to me. 43 | d nk p77, 4 | n 214100 


* i gs 9 — 


ee 
For a few words let us ſtay. 
CnakLorrz. [To Du Noir] | 
I wiſh to ſpeak to you alone, fir, | 
Dv Nork. 


Alone, for what? V 


443 Fb4\ 8 TY 


* 


Fitz = 


a her. . will cone do me in 
my apartment; I muſt go and warm myſelf, [Excunt. 


2 


RT * . 


po Not R. 


IP it is any more of your put offs, 1 hall be 
gone immediately :—come, come, make haſte; do 
you think I can ſtay chattering here all day Speak, 
ſpeak, | tell you, 


V 4 | CHarLoOTTE. 


7 
— — — ³ſ:-Ä ——— 


A DR AM A. 43; 
CHARLOTTE. 


Oh, fir, I am ſo terrified. —Heavens! I know not 
how to ſpeak. 


Du Noir. [Roughty.] 
Well then, 1 ſhall go. = 


CHARLOTTE. 


Are you inexorable? You ſee our hy fitua- 
tion in this ſevere weather ; you know the diſtreſs of ” 
our Poor father. 


Du Nor Re 
I this all 2—Farewell, farewell. 


| CrantorE. [Catching hold of his coat and. 
kneeling. ] DDE : 


Ob, you muſt not go: you muſt hear my prayers, 
you muſt ſee my tears. 12 njure you by all that is 
dear to you let us remain here during this rude ſeaſon, 
otherwiſe we muſt periſh : but if you cannot do 
without this room, procure us another : we will con- 
ſider you as our guardian angel, and ee bleſ- 
fings for you to the laſt moment of our lives. — Oh, 
fir! yield to the emotions of gentle pity— have 
compaſſion on us. Save us| fave us! [ma turf 77 
forrow.] 


| Do Noir. 


Huſh! huſh! don't make ſuch 4 Bolte 
up, get up, I will ſee what I can do. [4/ de. | 1 
feel my heart e, I muſt eſcape. 5 

| [Goes of precipitateh.. 


ER 
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IE ee - . 


ChARLOT TE. 


HEAVENS! is it poſſible. I have touched 
his heart. — What will become of us if he ſeize on 
our few remaining goods; and our work, our laſt 

hope, —we muſt beg. Never, never; I would rather 
die. Alas! nobody comes near us in our diftreſs, 

for fear they ſhould be obliged to relieve us, except 
| thoſe who would do it at the expenſe of our honour. 

Oh, how I was alarmed at that man who came with 
our landlord, he had ſuch a libertine air. I would 

rather bear the cold all the year, than go near their 

fire. Poor Joſeph!—How I feel for him; my ima- 
gination paints his deſpair, which will be doubled by 
| his defire to conceal it. [Goes fo her work.] How un- 
happy I am! No refource—every heart hardened. — 

Cruel world | but I hear my brother] muſt conceal 

my grief, and break the diſagreeable intelligence to 

him by degrees; I will introduce the melancholy ſub- 
ject as a th as I can. e en: FITS me — 

70 look cheerful. . ? 


Enter Joſeph. Uns down a great coat. J: 


Joszrn. 5 
well, my dear Charlotte, how are you? 1 am 


afraid you have ſuffered a great deal; the wind is be- 


come ſharper than ever; you have been fitting ſtill, 
: while I have ke 1 elt warm by . 


e 


'CnantortE. 


No, indeed 1 have not ſuffered ſo much! as you | 
ſuppoſe. e 


Jos EP BH. 


AD R A N A. 29 


Josy. [ Looking earneſtly at her.] 


But how is this my Charlotte? you have been 
weeping ; I am ſure you have; and you conceal your 
grief from me. 


CHARLOTTE. [Smiling: ] 


F ; No ! 
= 5 Josxyn. 
Oh, my dear filter! it is not this wretched apart- 
ment, theſe bare walls, the loſs of every comfort, 
that grieves me. It is the inſolence of thoſe who, 
' becauſe they are more fortunate than us, think they 
have a right to inſult us. 1 is conternpt that wounds 
| moſt — a teeling heart. 
=_  CharLOTTE. ® 
All are not alike my brother. We have been fo 
unfortunate as to meet only with thoſe whoſe hearts 
are ſteeled by avarice, or enervated by proſperity : 
there are ſome in whom the celeſtial attributes of 
mercy and benevolence glow with divine fervour: 
ſecluded as we are from the world, we have heard of 
the godlike virtues of a Hanway, and a Howard : 
they have been celebrated in ſtrains that will immor- 
talize with them the bard who choſe and graced 
the glorious theme. You remember the beautiful 
poem we read together on Sunday evening : The Tri- 
umph of Benevoſence T. Oh, divine Howard! the 


> "0 priſoner s and the mourner's friend. 1 Why are our 
„ . 5 — — 4 
2 * The forlings of the Tranſlator of this work are too much in 
uniſon with thoſe of the Author to admit of her paſſing by a fa- 
vourable occaſion of giving virtue it's praiſe. As this is the only 
1 alteration that ſhe has made, ſhe hopes the public, and believes 


Monſicur Le Mercier, will excuſe her having thus indulged thoſe 
feelings. | 

+ Written, as the Tranſlator is informed, by Mr. Pratt, the 
Author of Sympathy, Emma Corbett, &c, 


C3 complicated 


I. 
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complicated miſeries unknown to you? But, though 
we do not partake your beneficence, we will admire 
and bleſs it. We muſt not deſpond, my brother, we are 
going to viſit my father, to relieve him, to ſee him 

mile and bleſs us; to be happy in the aſſemblage of 
all we love. 
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Oh, my deareſt fiſter ! why cannot I imitate your 
pious reſignation? I was wrong to complain. Hea- 
ven be praiſed! J have met with a little good wine 

for my father. Don't forget the ſoup-plate, he eats | 
more comfortable out of it: nor the little bottle, we 
will og it as we go along— 40 e 


ChaRLOT TE. gf 

How happy does your diſcovery of the wine make 45 
me. I was always in fear of poiſoning my father in- 
ſtead of refreſhing him. Such wine as is fold to the 
poor 15 fatal: yet nobody cares about It Have 
you chought of the jailor? 3 | | 


Joszen. [Sighing 1 


We muſt ſacrifice ſomething from our little ſtore to 
loliep him! 
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CHARLOTTE. 5 


He ſeems leſs hard hearted ately. Farkaps: my 
Prayers may have touched him. 


OSEPH. 


Yes, my Charlotte | your looks have humanized kink f 
—who could reſiſt your ſupplications. Now we will 
go lifter. [Joſeph gives his arm to his fifter, after 
having taken the coat on the r, and the other things in 

tis pocket. ] 
END OF THE FIRST ACT. 
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DikkAaAMA: i: 


AQT.IL SCENE I. 


The 15 cevichenta 2 de room fitted up in the moſt magni- 
ficent taſte. De Lys is fitting on a ſofa in a very elegant morn- 
ing dreſs; a toilet is before him; a ſervant appears to be finiſhing 
the dreſſing his hair; another ſervant and Felix are 1n waiting. 
Felix _ them n occaſionally in dumb ſhew. | 


De Lys. 


T*. away the toilet. [F elix makes figns to the 


ſervants, —De Lys looks at his watch, gaping. 
Whit is it only twelve o'clock? How immortally 
long does this day appear to me, I have ſuch an in- 


ſufferable head ach too. Give me the odour of roſes. 


{To the French ſervant who dreſſed his hair.) Monfieur, 


1 hurry my toilet always as if I were a counſellor. 


am dreſſed as haſtily as if I had ſomething to do. Re- 


member that nothing can be well done that does not 
take a great deal of time in doing: in every art time 
alone produces perfection. You ſee how this poor 
favourite has ſuffered from your haſte, [Looking in a 


pocket glaſs.] My powder is not ſufficiently ſcented . 


either: obſerve thefe things in future. Beg—[To the 
Other ſervants.) Go to my coachmaker and tell him to 
_ Hniſh the ſeating immediately. I have decided upon 


the colour of the lining; it thall be the Circafian 
bloom, for I find the maiden's bluſh is going quite out 


of fathion. Ns Exit ſervant. 
125 F elix.] Won't the Italian coachman recover ? 
: Fer: 
His fever is Rill very high, fir, 
C 5 DR 


THE DISTRESS'D: FAMILY; 
De Lys. [To the Valet de Chambre.] 


Deſire one of the men to take the cane ftring [ 
finiſhed to the counteſs of Gaylife; ſhe will recog- 
nize her pupil. [The ſervant goes out. De Lys looking 
in the laſs bar rubbing his teeth. | So you ſay the * I 
admire ſo much is my neighbour? _ 


32 


FELIX. 


Yes, fir ;—l have met her often without having 
noticed her much; but I ſaw her to-day in her own. 
ny” and in the miferable fituation I deſeribed 
to. you.— 


Dis Lv 


The meeting was ſingular. have ſeen her very 
often lately, and have taken great pains to attract her 
attention, but ſhe did not ſeem to notice it: ſhe is 
beautiful, and quite nice: ſhe only wants a little more 
Colour to make her completely charming. — o ſhe is 
185 n poor? : 


1 | 5 | 
Ds Lys. No. 
| Ready to give herſelf for a morſel of bread? 


FPxIIx. | 


Oh no; by no means. I found ler 8 ſe- 
riouſſy haughty. She is but lately come from the 
country, and has retained all her ruſtically virtuous 
prejudices: her manner has more dignity, more in- 
fluence in commanding reſpect than all the romantic 


ee of Provery. 
DE 5 


Oh, I am charmed. with this virtue of her's! I am 
tired of my former favourites; they have coſt me im- 
menſe 
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menſe ſums as you know; and their folly is even more 
diſguſting than their extravagance.—l had reſolved 
never to protect another; but I have an inclination 
to form one, to introduce her to the world. This girl 
may have a good diſpoſition and talents : her perſon 
pleaſes me.—I think the is handſome enough to do 
me credit. Don't you think ſo? it would difgrace 
me if the world were not to admire her; and I 
ſhould not chuſe to gratify my taſte, at the expenſe 
of being ridiculed. Do "44 think _e handſome 
enough? 5 


Flix. 
You will excuſe : me, fir, for ſaying I think her 
very like you. 
Dy Leys. (m ling complacently.] 


Is it ber, or me, you mean to flatter * 


F ELIX. [In a flattering zone] 
Ob, ſir, all the world allows that your perſon— 


. Ds Ls. [Vainly.] 

Is not amiſs. Not amiſs! The women do not 
paſs me without looking back. But do you think 
this girl's heart will yield ſoon? J love rapid victories. 
Do you think I ſhall conquer this e fair one? 
What is ber name? 


45:25 F ew 
Charlotte. e 
D Lrs. 
When can I ſee her ? „ No iy 
FzLIX. 5 » * 
1. 1 had known your inclination ſooner, [ would 
have procured at an interview before this time. 
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| It was but yeſterday that I noticed her ſo particu- 
larly. In ſpite of her paleneſs, it is eaſy to perceive 
that her complexion 1s naturally embelliſhed by the 
moſt beautiful bloom. 1 
1 Flix. | 
How lucky I was to find her out !—I have no fear 
but of her brother, ho 55 


Es Dx Lys. 
Is he really her brother ? 


Yo wy 52 FELIX. 
What do you apprehend from him? 

„ "Felix. 

Jam afraid he is one of thoſe ſentimental heroes 

who would rather ftarve than ſully their honour, 


De Lys. [With a contemptuous ſmile.] 
Pride and poverty I have more than once ſeen 
admirable effects produced by a purſe of gold: it 
ſaves a great deal of time, and overcomes every dif- 
ficulty. The moſt ſevere morality is filenced at the 
tight of it.—Gold is the fineſt opium in the world. I 
ſhall begin with ſo large a doſe, that it ſhall perfectly 
quiet his conſcience: nothing is ſo effectual as the firſt 
application. I have obſerved that inſpiring great 
expectations, is more uſeful than even liberality itſelf, 
But have you ſent for him? : 
MW FELIX. 
Robert is watching their return. 


\ 


Dx 


„ m 1H 


DE Lys. [Ironically.] 


I am impatient to become acquainted with my fu- 
ture brother-in-law. 


FELIX. 
It will be a Ry event for him. 
De Lys... 
It will be curious if they adhere to their vulgar 
prejudices. Eut that is impoſſible—we have too 


many inftances to the contrary. What is there for 
dinner to day—you know I have a ſelect party? 


FELIX. [Pr eſenting a large ſheet Y Paper. 1 
There is the bill of fare, „ 


Ds Lys. [Looking over it.] 


Ten covers—three courſes—twelve diſhes each. 


Turtle ſoup—carps palates | In an under voice.] hum 


hum—hum—ah!l——my favourite diſh—a leg of 
lamb ſtewed in claret, artalans ——Nightingales eggs, 
delicious! For the deſſert, four ſilver webs in the 
centre; a gold one, formed into a Cyprian temple: 

. through the doors of which are ſeen a beautiful tranſ- 
parent painting on the altar—right—right.—Pines— 
melons, -hum—hum—very well—one may contrive 
to exiſt thus; let us be ſerved on the laſt new plate— _ 
we muſt have tokay between the courſes, and my 

cellar ſhall produce choiceſt ſtores. We muſt have 
coffee and liquors about ten: we are all tired of perfect 
love; ſo let us have eſſence of variety. Have you got 
every thing ready for ſhooting ? I go with a party 
out of town to-morrow. 


FT FELIX. 
. fir, every thing i is prepared ; the man brought - 


Dy 


home your double-barrelled gun this morning. 
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De Lys. 
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Let me ſee it. 


[Felix brings the gun to him; he looks at it, then re- 
turns it to F elix, who lays it en a chair: a ſervant 
comes in. | 
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SERVANT. 


Sir, the young man is s here you defired to ſpeak 
| with. 3 8 


—— 
S _ 
9” —— 
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Dz Lys. 


Let him come in. 


SMART. [Goes to the IE door.) 
Come in young man, and ſpeak | to my maſter. 


Enter Jostpn. 


[De Lys lolls on the ſofa when Joſeph comes in ; TY 
ders him with a ſupercilious air and half ſmile : takes out 

an elegant box, out of which he eats eme comfits ; then 
2 W the box] 
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. £ | | Josren. 

| b Do you want me, fir ? : 

Sal il | | | 

. 5 Dz Ly: 8. [Superciliouſly 5 

. je friend, I hear you are miſerably Poor. Is it 
true? 


mo FFF Josxp R. 

= Sir, my name is Joſeph, I have no claim to the title 
= of your friend; nor have you a right to put me to 
. the bluſh. 5 am only poor becauſe others are too 


n nich. e 5 . 
ele . | | 
| 


= without being degraded? [Going.] | 
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DE Lrs. 
Heyday Lou 1 very haughtily. 


Jos gyn. 


jd 


Again, fir! either ſpeak to me yourſelf 3 in a dif- 
ferent manner, or I ſhall go away. You are not the 
firſt to whom I have reſented ſuch a ſtyle. If every 
adyantage in life depended on it, I ſhould have the 
ſame reſolution to repel indignity : it is an unjuſt pre- 


rogative that the great arrogate to themſelves of in⸗ = 


ſulting the unfortunate. Is it not enough | to be poor 
Flix. [Afoniſhed. ]. Pak 
This is ſomerhing new indeed! 


1061 Dir | 
Vary extracelinary' but he muſt not go. To Joſeph, * 
Hark'e, Mr. Joſeph, you are very ſoon offended. 
Jou don't know what I want with you. If 25 Will 

ſtay a moment you ſhall be Perfectly ſatisfied. 


Joszen. 


1 ſorry J was ſo haſty, ſir; but 1 my feelings : are 
too ſtrong for me. I know too well how much I ſtand 
in need of aſſiſtance. | 


| De Lys. e 
Well, 1 mean to make you more eaſy i in your cir- 
cumſtances. can without hurting myſelf give you 


a comfortable ſubſiſtence: I ſpeak fincerely to you: 
As a proof take this ne; it contains fifty e 


ers him a . 53 


Jos EP. 
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Josx PH. 


You aſtoniſh me, fir, fifty guineas! and for what! 
What ſervice have I done you ; what do you expect 
in return for this large ſum? „ 


DL Eb 7 tot 


| Nothing. | I am very rich ; you are very poor, 
you ſay: I give you this purſe on that account. 


N Joszen. [Haughtily.] T 
I have done nothing to entitle me to ſuch a gift. — KM 
Forgive me, fir—but I fear this preſent. The rich 
ſeldom give away their money without ſome view. 


De Lys. 
Jam not like them: I have no motive but gene- 
rofity. Whence ariſes this diſtruſt? Do you think I 
have no pleaſure in relieving the diſtreſſes of my fel- 
low creatures? I tell you I give it you from pure ge- 
neroſity. 3 EE „ 


3 Joskrph. 
I am afraid you jeſt with me, fir. 


De Lys. [Giving him the purſe.] 
No, I tell you—to convince you, here it is—put it 
to what uſe you pleaſe. — 
. Josy. In ruplures takes it.] 
It is mine l—it is mine l —generous man! At 
| your feet let me thank you for this exalted charity. 
It would be unnatural to refuſe it—here !—here is the 
means of delivering my poor father; of making my 
fiſter happy.—But I tremble left I ſhould be deceived 
AE know not how to truſt—you give it me, you ſay? 


2 8 h Dx 
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Dx Ls. [Smiling.) 
Yes, I tell you, I give it yu. 
Joszen. [Rapturouh.] 


Then the univerſe ſhall not tear it from 'me.—Pre- 


cious gold! I will employ you to gratify my duty and 
affection, For the firſt 3 are wor- 
0 


thy of being cheriſhed and adored. [To De Lys.] I 
will return to you, fir. You i 1 


of your generofity : you will ſhed the ſweet tears of 


joy; and they will recompenſe you; May heaven 


ſhower down its choiceſt bleſfigg on you! Oh, my 
Wo: 2g Ye 


9 


father —I ſhall expire with _-_ [Runs we. 
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. FETix. 

I AM afraid he will run mad. 
DE Lys. 


You ſee the infallible effect of my receipt, he will 


not want a ſtronger doſe, © 


Flix, 


It is a fortune for him. Such immenſe ſums thus la- 
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A truce—a truce with your reflections Mr. Super- 
Intendant. Becauſe you procured me this money, 


you think you have a right to make remonſtrances 
%% OY Oo = about 


all Tee* the uſe I make 
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7; think- 
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about the diſpoſal of it: I am not in an humour to 
attend to them; ſo pray put an end to the ſubject. 


FELIx. [ Afide.] 
This: is juſt as 1 would have him ſpeak. 


Dt Lys. 


That ten Oe pounds I am to have upon my 


eſtate, will juſt re-eftatlith my affairs. I amdeter- 


mined to enjoy life— I will ſow gold to reap plea- 
ſure : ſomewhere it is to be found. I will purſue till 


| I overtake it. [Gapes.] If Charlotte comes, let. her 


know her brother i is N otherwiſe perhaps 


Fx. 
You diſcredit my penetration, fir, in repeating in- 


firutions I have * me the * to 


. Les. | | 
Well, welt; 4 ah ſatisfied Witt 7020 abilities. 1 


k really think 1 am ſeriouſly i in love with this girl, 1 am 
ſo in raten to ics her. 


Pate SERVANT. 5 
Mr. Du Noir is here, fir, oy 


D Lowe: 
Shew him in. [Exit Servant. | Go and watch ar --- 


leaft ; and _—_ | PRE care to let me know, 


Flix. [ Angrily ] 


One would ſuppoſe, fir, you thought me a novice 
1n this buſineſs. 1 know and underſtand what I am 
about. Cu PD, : 20% 1 
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Enter Du Noir. 


- 600D morning to you, M. Du Noir= take * 


chair. 
Do Noir: 
I am come at 2 fortunate time ; you are alone, and 


[ can ſpeak to you about your affairs. 


Es De Ls. e 
Oh no, I beſeech you; I hate buſineſs, 


Dv Non. 


But it is abſolutely neceſſary—1 have been here 5 
ten times in vain; I muſt ſpeak to you now. 


Dx Lys. 


Well, do not be tedious then, for] expe a fair 
friend. | 


Du Noi. [Smiling.] . 
Oh, very well—when ſhe comes, I will retire. 


. 
Do ſo: but make haſte with what you have to ſay. 


Do Nox. 
It is relative to the daughter your Father acknow- 


ledged i in his lat will. 


Ds Lys. 
Well, have you heard any thing about her 


3 Do 
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42 THE DISTRESS'D/ FAMILY; 
Du Noir. 


As you defired, I have made inceſſant inquiries to 
prevent the miſchief that threatens us: I have pro- 


cuted no intelligence yet: I cannot find that any body 


knows what is become of her. Your uncle, who 
brought her up, from ſome great misfortunes he met 


= with, was obliged to {ell his eſtate after the death of 


his wife : bfu felmd with miſery, he left his abode, 
taking with him his ſon and your fiſter: none of their 
5 dene know Where they are gone— 


ke 4 222 1 6 
De Lys. INS 


80 much the better 
Do Nos. 


So much the worſe ; . for if. we Knew hes ibs was 


we mi iht 8 Precautions to prevent her Og us, 


* w 


Dx Lys. : 


Why ſhould 1 we 8 ourſelves 3 abo her; | 
very likely ſhe is dead. I was but fix years old when 
my father left his native place to ſeek in the great 
world a fortune anſwerable to his ambitious views: | 
you know how fucceſsful he was; that his moſt ſan- 
guine expectations had never reached the wealth he 
attained.—-I do not remember either my uncle or fiſter: | 
I only know that he lived in a decent fort of ſtyle; and | 
have heard my father fay, was held in the kik gheſt 
efteem by all who knew him. The paſt Joan 
like a dream to me, I have experienced ſo many 
ſtrange viciſſitudes. I cannot conceive why my fa- 
ther took it into his head to acknowledge this girl, 
and preciſely in the time that my intereſt required he 
ſhould have forgot her. It was a ſad trick; he ſhould 
either have brought her away when he took me, given 
her as 5 brilliant an education as he beſtowed on "0, 
an 
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and have introduced her eh or never men- 
tioned her. In the fituation in which he has placed 
me I ſhall never be able to acknowledge her. 


Du Noir. 
Oh, it "weld be highly improper. It is e 


from the pains your father took to conceal himſelf 


from his brother, that he felt the impropriety of own 


ing a child, who, from want of an education ſuitable 
= to his circumſtances, would diſgrace him in his afflu- 


ence. Why ſhould he ſubject you to an inconveni- 


ence that he did not chuſe to ſuffer himſelf. Dying 


people ſeem: Ny to forget the cuſtoms of the world. 


Dz Lys. | 
No faith, I ſhall not conſent to loſe half my Gow 


tune, when the whole is ſcarcely ſufficient for me. [ 


cannot conceive how people contrive to live upon four 
thouſand a year : it might do to be fure twenty years 
ago; but the world is ſo altered ſince then, that I 
find double that ſum only juſt enough. 


Du Noz. 


Undoubtedly it is neceſſary for thoſe who wiſh to 
make a figure, and be known ; for, between ourſelves, 
it is very ſeldom that people are diſtinguiſhed either 
by their high birth, or illuſtrious actions. 

DE Lys. Piqued.! 


But, bowerer, Mr. Du Noir— 


Du Non. [Interrupti .] 
1 beg pardon if I am too free; but you 1 how 


intimate I was with your father. We were well ac- 
= quainted long before either of us gained the proſper- 
= ous ſituations we afterwards arrived at: he was far 
= from living! in ſplendour then.— And this row of houſes 

| = D EE 1 have 


44 THE DISTRESS'D FAMILY; 


I have here, belonged then to families who have « ex- 
changed them for old parchment. 


Dr Lys. [Smiling] 


How miſtaken any body . be that . you 
a 1 [ 
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5 Noir. 9 5 

With what pleaſure I recall thoſe times: : yet I was 
not ſo fortunate as your father. —He got an appoint- 
ment in one of the public-offices; and after ſome 
I went abroad. I was made clerk to an attor- 
ney: I ſoon practiſed for myſelf, We became mu- 
ally ſerviceable to each other: our confidence waͤs 
unbounded. I gained him two or three very difficult 
ſuits—he was grateful :—and when he roſe to Power, L 
gave me ſome pretty things which I now V — = 
He loved me 5 I am ſure. 2 


DE Lys, B 5 
He gave an extraordinary proof of it in appoint- FE 


ing you the executor of this will; which gives me fo 
much. cu to apprehend a diviſion of his property... 


Do Noir. | | 
That notary frightened him, he is ſuch an eternal 1 
moraliſt; and a weak moment, when a man is on his 
death- bed. is allowable. Ido not know after all how 
we ſhall get out of the ſcrape. However, I will ſpare 
no pains, that you may depend on, to pull this thorn 
out of your fide, there are ſo many reſources in our 
_ profeſſion, It isſo profound, ſo complicated, that if 
| ſhe ſhould ever appear, I know how to lead her into 
a labyrinth from which ſhe can never eſcape, I fear 


nobody but that notary : it will be difficult to gain 
him I fear, 
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DE Is. 


we muſt go to him again, and ry: if we cannot 
make ſomething of him. 


Do Nor. 5 
By all means—When will you go! ? 


4 Px Lys. Yon 
He is not overfond of you, I think Du Noir? 
Do NorR. 


15 People of our profeſſion quarrel and are recon- 
4 ciled 5 2 e 


= Enter FEiix, 
The perſon] is come, fir. 


Dv Noir. 

Oh! 5004 day to you, ſir. [Exit Du Noir. 
5 DE Lys. 2 0 Felix 7 in a low voice. J 
1581 it her! F<: TS 

—_ FELIX, (nw. 
Yes, fir. 
Dx Ls. 

: Right, right—briog her in, 


SCENE v. 


Padre: [Goes to the door and ſpeaks to Charlotte.] 


COME 1 in ma' am, your brother deſires to ſpeak 
with you here. (When Charlotte comes in F elix goes 
allt Mo and ſhuts the door.) 


'D 3 CuarLotTE, 
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46 THE DISTRESS'D FAMILY; 
 CnaRLoTTE. [Turning to the door. 

beg pardon, fir. They told me my brother was 
here, and wiſhed to ſpeak to me, He 1s not, and— 
Dx Lys. 3 | 

He is this moment gone out: he will return im- 


CHARLOTTE» | 


. Dr Lys. [Smiling.] 
Oh, —our doors do not open in the common way,— | 
there is a ſecret ſpring. But are you afraid of ſtaying 
with me a few minutes; I want to talk to you? 
2D CrarLoTTE. [Timidly.] 
No, fir, I am not afraid, What do you wiſh to fay 


to me? | 


Dx Lys. [Taking her hand, which ſhe withdraws.) 
A great deal of good. But why do you keep your 


eye on the door? you ſay you are not afraid. Oh, 
vou little braggadocia, how your hands tremble,— 


5 


But come, —ſit down. 
„ CHARLOTTE. 
It is my place to ſtand, fir. 

i : 43 . 
Well, you ſweet little rebel, you ſhall have your 


own way. But tell me your opinion of this apart- 


ment; examine the furniture; obſerve the magnifi- 


cence that reigns throughout: ſhould not you like to 


live in ſuch an one; to have elegant dreſſes, jewels, 
and every thing conformable ; a beautiful carriage 


| acl | 
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and train of ſervants to figure about town with, and 


to be the admiration of all the world: would it not 


| CHARLOTTE. 
I do not comprehend you, fir. 
„ Fo: 
It is not very difficult to gueſs, However, ſup- 


poſe fomebody was to give you a great fortune, or a 
man with a large eſtate was to marry you, —fuch an 
one as me for inſtance, ſhould you not be very 


MA. ts 1 ot 


4 . 


ChaRTor E. 

5 DD Ls. 
3 CuARLOTTE. f ns 

I will tell you very candidly, fir : I do not envy 


the luxury that makes people forget the duties they 


owe to ſociety; what they owe to themſelves. [I 
could not poſſeſs this magnificence, without re- 


flecting that I enjoyed ſuch ſuperfluities at the ex- 


penſe of the poor and induftrious; and that confi- 


deration would imbitter and deſtroy all the advan- 
tages of ſuch affluence. I fpeak thus, becauſe I have 
felt all the miſeries of poverty. „„ 


* 


3 


11 B 


You ſhall feel them no longer, you nor your bro- 


ther; Iwill make both your fortunes. I have already 
given him a large ſum of money. We are the beſt 
| friends in the world 0 | 


52 CHARLOTTE, 


| Reftore it! Why? 


Do you ſuppoſe I am ſo much my own enemy? I 
love myſelf to be ſure a little, that's all my faolt; if 
it is one. If you would but follow my example, you 
would want for nothing, you ſhould be f nd 
 Happter than a ducheſs, i. 


1. 


48 THE DISTRESS'D: FAMILY; 
| CHARLOTTE. [Surprijed.J 1 


My brother! You have given my brother a large 


fum of money! Let me go to him, fir, that he may 
reſtore it to ou. 


* 
1 4 


5 „„ To, DE we 
FITNESS. . 1 11 E r . | „„ {1 * 
Such extraordinary generoſity can only have mo- 


* ws - : 1 
tives that alarm me. 


High- flown expreſſions.— But I only with the ſmall 


return of your gratitude and regard. I thought you 
ſaid you did not underſtand me. © £34 


10 
CHARLOTTE. 


On the contrary, I fear I underſtand you too well = 
but J entreat, I beſeech you to let me go, fir. 


Dx Lys. 


4 


How can you make ſuch an unreaſonable requeſt ? 


n enemy? I 


ner and 


Is it for ſuch a propoſal that you ſent for me; fir, 


deceiving me into confidence, by telling me my bro- 
ther was here? You think you can inſult us with im- 
punity, becauſe we are poor and friendleſs, and are 
not athamed to augment our ſenſe of miſery by ſhew- 
ing ſuch contempt for us. You do not deign to iſup- 


E be virtuous; but believe it eaſy to diſ- 


honour us. You do not even doubt your triumph, 


founding 


: J ĩðͤ2àu/ ͤ ͤ ( 
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founding your ſecurity, perhaps, on our exceſſive 
miſery.— How happy am I to have received a virtu- 
ous education! without that I might have been ſes. 
duced by the falſe luſtre you have diſplayed to 
dazzle me. I ſhould have loſt the ſelf-efteem which 
belongs only to thoſe whoſe conduct entitles them to 
reſpect ; that peace of mind which is the reſult of 
innocence : I ſhould have forfeited thoſe ineſtimable 
treaſures, I ſhould become a deſpiſed and unhappy 
wretch; and I ſhould deſerve it. I ſhould never 
look up without bluſhing— g- ; : 


10 1 5 Dx Lys. . 
Pamela the ſecond, I vow ! But this is not ruſtic 
language. —Tell me where you haye liyed to acquire 
{ucha fiyle, ſuch knowledge? e 
CHARLOTTE, . 
Il was brought up in the country; but quitted the 
po of my birth, with my family, at an early age, 
Since we left our dear native village, we have been 
obliged to live in ſeveral towns: we always aſſociated 
with the moſt reſpectable inhabitants; they taught 
me propriety of ſpeech ; and, what is more valuable 
to me, propriety of thought. My brother and me 
are fond of reading; the few hours of leiſure we have 
we devote to books: it is an engagement that is not 
attended with expenſe, and often relieves our ſor- 
rows. Among the books that have been lent us I re- 
member the Pamela you ſpeak of: I wonder you 
could read it without being more affected by it, 
5 Dx es. 
1 thought ſhe had read. [Aloud] You haye 
farmed your ideas then from books? 2 


CHARLOTTE. 


30 THE DISTRESS'D' FAMILY; 


And from misfortunes, which are ſtill more inſtruo- 


tive. . he 
e ee 1 
So you give credit to all theſe romances, and chi- 
merical portraits. Well then, I will lend you ſome 


books that are in great eſtimation: I am ſure you 


will be pleaſed with them. 


irn 
I never read any books but of my father's or bro- 


ther's recommendation. Many have been offered to 
us, of which they would not read two pages. 


De Lys. 


They are very ſcrupulous.—So your brother is a 


reader too. : 4 
. PPP 
We have been educated to the ſame employ ments, 


and the ſame virtues, fir— 


* 


EEE 
oy That is to ſay, you have imbibed the ſame preju- 


dices. It is very well to moralize when one has no- 
thing better to do. But the writers of thoſe books 
are the firſt to laugh behind the curtain at the doc- 
trine they advance. Thoſe who are young and 


handſome ſhould aſcend the throne of pleaſure—it is 


there they ſhould be adored only. Open your eyes 


and you will ſee the eaſy and happy path to it. The 
beautiful figures that appear covered with jewels in 


the temples of pleaſure, and who ſeem to be the di- 
vinities of them, would have died for want if they 
had not burſt the fetters that bound them to miſery, 
You: who are as beautiful, as timid, and as wild - as 
Pſyche - you would make a monſter of loye,—Deign- 


only 
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directly. 


| fully. 


reſpect, 


K DORA - us 


only to liſten to me, and you will become enamoured 


of him. [Going towards her.) 


CnARLOT TE. [Running to the door.) 
Opon the door, fir: I infiſt upon its being opened 
DE Lys. 

7 Stay a little, - your brother 
= CHARLOTTE. | Ws 
I will not wait for him. Oh! if he knew— 
S Ds: Lv: 


If he did, you have no occaſion for apprehenfion on 


his account, we are come to a right underſtanding: he 


is to be my favourite: I am to provide handſoniely 


for him He knows better than you that I have only 
your advantage in view 3 ng 9 8 


CHARLOTTE. [Indignanthy.] 


1 Deſpiceable man ! to attempt deceiving me by 


ſuch calumny. You have impoſed on him, or he would 


never have accepted the money: he will reſtore it as 
ſoon as he knows,—You ſhall fee how much we de- 
ſpiſe every thing that comes from ſuch hands, Want 


may diſtreſs us, but it cannot make us act diſgrace- 


5 . In iy... : 0 
What falſe notions; — I with only for your welfare, 


for your happineſs. The offer I make you of my 


heart and fortune, will render you the envy of your 
whole ſex. I acknowledge that, conſidering the preju- 


dices you have imbibed from a ruſtic education, ſuch 
a propoſal may at firſt alarm you; but upon reflec- 
tion, you will be better reconciled to it. Let us talk 


it over calmly ; I promiſe to behave with the utmoſt 


CHARLOTTE. 
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CHARLOTTE. | Looking round the room.] 
2 the laſt time Linſiſt on the door n opened. 


5 D Lys. | 
No faith, I ſhall take care not to do that. I am 
determined to part friends, You have no other chance 
of going. [Charlotte runs to the chair where the double 


barrelled gun is, and takes it 72 = what are you 
about there ? 


TITTIES TD. - 
l 2 —— 
er cps. + > _ . — 
= 5 —ç— — —— 

* 


— — Oy — — 
— — 


Enn LOTTE. 


'You have made me deſperate—I_ ill go out,— 
Do not dare to NL bong me, 


'Dz Lys. 


put doun the vg, it 1s nee with ball—take 5 
care. = 


N 


"Cuanzarts; 


So much the worfe for thoſe who come near it 
[She runs ta the door and beats againſt it with the gun, 
crying out.] Open the door—open the door-—[The gun 


Foes . and then drops from her hands.) 

Ds Lys. [Sinking into an arm chair. : 
„Hern 
„„ (Comes i in, crying a.! 
[ - Help help! help! 
| . CHARLOTTE. 5 
T hank heaven! 1 uns cu. 
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j 

1 
| 94 


A DRA M . 3 


SCENE VI. 


De Lys and Felix remain ſome time looking feſt 
at each other, | 
of „ F 


A SHOT !—Prom whence did it ken ? Who 
is wounded ?—]1 cannot recover my fright— e 


DB Lys. 
1 am quite i api, 


+ cannot conceive how i it could happen.— 


DE b 


To aſe e, ſhe firuck the gun againſt the Abbey it 
went- off, And but juſt miſſed me. The ball went ; 
Cloſe to my ear. 


„Ein. 

Nothing d audacious, with has: fares 
virtue bot it will raiſe a ſcandal in the houſe WE 
Honey + is alarmed: they are coming - 

| „ ˖ Ep 
Run and prevent them: perſuade them it is a Pe 3 
pretend to laugh. [ Petulantly.] Laus. ugh, tell 
Yu. 
- 4.4 SLES [ Forcing a laugh.] 
Vas. fir, I do laugh, he, he, he. 


END OF THE SECOND ACT. 
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ACT . SCENE I. 


The foene is an A in i the houſe of De Los 


( - * 0 


Enter Joſeph * leading bis fax in a W bind 2% — 
POD and i in a manner exprelſt re of te greateſt j Ts: 


JoSEPH. . 


H I S !—this is the houſe of our Pes dr l Tis 
us haſten to him, at his feet to expreſs our gra- 
| nds for this benevolence. Next to you, my deareſt | 
father, I love and honour him above all mankind : 
what bleſſings do we owe him! Oh, my reverend pa- 
rent, we ſhall never, never n ſuffer the miſeries | 

chat have overwhelmed ; Es, 


Rem 1 [Sitting down] 


fince I have taken any exerciſe. I am 
ſurpriſed J have been able to walk ſo far. How rapid 
has been the ſucceſſion from grief to joy: I can 


_ ſcarcely believe my happineſs real. But in the midſt 


of my afflictions heaven gave me the conſolation of 
my children's duty and affection. While the great are 
made unhappy in the boſom of proſperity by theirs, 


mine have dried up the tears of forrow I ſhed for my 
| ſevere afflictions, and made me — even in a 
priſon. 


Josxvn. [Embracing him. * 
Oh, my father! when I embraced you in that pri- 


fon, grief, though I tried to conceal it, imbittered 


the ſweet latisfaction ; but here the joy is pure and 
2 1 complete. 


Alas! m = Arn I am overcome with fatigue ; Lt 
is ten mo 
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complete. I cannot bear to think how cruelly you 
have ſuffered, _ g 


My child, it is the duty of every man to bear his 
lot with patience, others have ſuffered more. than 
me: and I had the ſweet conſolation of knowing 
myſelf innocent. The injuſtice I met ſometimes with 
forced tears to my eyes, but deſpair never entered 
my heart: Providence, who witneſſed my ſubmiſſion, 
inſpired me with fortitude to ſupport my trials. 


. Josh. 3 
And it was your humanity, your generoſity, that 
reduced you to ſuch a fituation. Your invincible re- 
pugnance to ſeiſe on the goods of your unfortunate. 
neighbours, whoſe labours, though inceſſant, were 
_ inſufficient in their effect to ſupply them with the ne- 
ceflaries of life, and enable them to pay their taxes: 
this repugnance to proceed to extremities which hu- 
manity revolts at, prevented your paying that part of 
the revenue you were appointed to collect, and you 
were conſequently ſuppoſed to have diffipated it. 


S | Sas 0 by 
a 


9 


9 


; | REMI. e 
Oh, my ſon! I would rather die than be the mini- 
ſter of ſuch cruelties. When ſurrounded by the hight: 
walls of my priſon, I turned my eyes to the grated 
window, through which I could ſee a corner of the 
heavens; I was comforted. - I ſaid, There dwells 
the protector of the wretched, Though forgotten y; 
the world every child of ſorrow is ſeen by him.“ 
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TosEPH. 1 N 
But yet, my father, you would have ſtarved in that 
abode of miſery and horror if e 


REM. 
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2 rt” > 2. 


— 


| Rants | 
Stop!—Arraign not Providence.—The Almighty 
loved me, fince he preſerved to me my children, —= 
Where is Charlotte? . 
EI EL nals | Þ 
I faw her as we paſſed the door, and called to her; 
ſhe is running to us. Come, deareſt fiſter. 
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Enter Charlotte, who runs to her father and throws 
herſelf at his feet. = 
: CHARLOTTE: TY 
OH, my father, you are free |—reſtored to your 
children. What Deity !—-Oh brother, my dear 
brother, what unexpected happineſs ! OT 


. 8 

Oh, my children, bleſs God: I always confided in 
him.—My happineſs in being free, is made doubly 
precious to me by theſe marks of your affection.— 
We will never part more. |» : 

5 Jos Pn. [Scing De Lys. ] 
Hie comes! he comes, my father Our deliverer; 
the * that has given life and happineſs to 
„„ ee 
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A DR A M A. . a 


S CE N E III. 


REM I. [Going up to De Lys.] 
O, fir, how ſhall I ever repay you my obligations, 
and the ſenſations you make me experience at this 
moment?! e 


. Iuosxrn. 
Enjoy, fir, the fruit of your generoſity.— This is 
my father; he was impriſoned for having incurred 


ſome unfortunate debts; he might have died in all 
the horrour of want; but by means of the money 
you gave me I obtained his freedom: his children 
are bleſſed in his return to them. This is the uſe, 
= fir, I made of your bounty: this was the cauſe of the 
= raptures that eſcaped me on receiving the money. 


De Ls. [Embarraſſed] 
1 am very happy to have ſerved you—but fit 


down.—l love to do good—you ſhall ſee. 


Josh. 


You are our guardian angel; we will reſpect and 
honour you to the laſt moment of our exiſtence.— 


= [Remi and Joſeph attempt to throw themſeFves at the 

= feet of De Lys, who prevents tliem.] At your feet let 
us expreſs our gratitude, fir, My poor fiſter! [To 
Charlotte, who7s weeping.] She cries for joy. Ah, 
fir! how eloquently do theſe tears ſpeak her ſenſe of 


your goodneſs. But why do you refuſe to Join our 


acknowledgments !|——{ Charlotte remains ſtanding 
when they. would kneel to De Lys.] Is it poſſible my 
Charlotte can be inſenſible or ungrateful?—You aſto - 


niſh and afflict me! 


E. CRARLOT TE. 
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CHaRLOTTE. [Catching hold of Remi's OY ] 5 
Oh Joſeph, Joſeph, ſuſpend your — can- | 


not find utterance, —My Father !— [Meeps 1. 5 
RE MI. 6 


My child What means this agitation! 2 


CARLO TTR. 
Alas! you are deceived; you muſt return topriſon, 


| Joszen, [Surpriſed and hrrouful] | 


What can you mean, fiſter ? 


| CruanLortrE. Ne 
on brother you have been impoſed on—your 
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No, ſir, to be Glent ky be to ſhare your alt 

I ſhould betray their honour and my own. I have 

never concealed any thing from them; they hal 
know all. | 
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RMI. [Rif np. 75 
Wat! is the meaning of all this, my „ child; 2 
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CnakLOorrE. 


=: The money that purchaſed your liberty was la- 
viſhed to ſeduce your children. All the benefits he 
= beſtowed were to be the price of my diſhonour.— 
Oh, my father! you muſt return to your miſerable 
priſon. [Turns away weeping 3 


i REMI- 


SD LAMMA. +4 


Rx uI. 
Undoubtedly, my child, I will return this inſtant, 
and with more joy than I came out of it. {To De 
Lys.] A priſon will be more welcome to me, fir, than 
the freedom I ſhould bluſh to owe from you. Per- 
haps I may be ſo fortunate at ſome future period, to 
owe my liberty to the pity of a truly diſintereſted 
heart; I ſhall then yield to the ſweet ſenſation of 
well founded gratitude, inſtead of the bitter regret 
that now fills my breaſt, I will fign a receipt to 
you for the money, which will give you a right to 
_ diſpoſe of me. I have no poſſeſſions ; but I would 
rather be annihilated than conſent to my child's dif- 
honour. Ti ear oe 


Lou are too haſty ; ſuſpend your reſolution—liſten 
to me a few minutes. | 
Whom ſhall I henceforth truſt! What can you ſay, 
fir, ſpeak ; accompliſh your cruelty ; plant a dagger 
in the heart of a parent; take advantage of his diſ- 
treſs to tempt him to ſacrifice his child. Know, fir, 
that though poor I have principle. I never bluſhed 
for my misfortunes, becauſe I did not deſerve them; 
but 1 feel humbled at the idea you have conceived of 
me, What right have you to ſuppoſe I would be an 
accomplice in ſuch an att? _ 
„„ DE Lys. „ 
Ido not wiſh to humble you: I am rich—lI may 
add liberally,—It is in my power to ſerve you eſſen- 
ually : is that criminal? You are the ſole author of 
your own misfortunes if you refuſe the ſmiling for- 
tune that awaits you—you—{Catches Remi's eye; looks 
_ down confuſed and heſitating.] 3 


— 
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Remi. [Fixes him attentively 1 


Proceed, fir, proceed :—you dare not, you cannot 

ſupport the looks of the man you would injure. Foor, 

_ wretched, and friendleſs as he is, he has yet the power 

of confounding you; he convinces you of the un- 
worthineſs of your conduct; or rather he enlightens 
you at this moment, for I with to believe you are 
not naturally fo ill-diſpoſed :—1 ſee you are not, you 

feel you have degraded yourſelf in my opinion: but 
I will forget the injury you have done me, to make 
you fenfible of the thame to > which you have expoſed | 
yourſelf, 5 
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Pers. [ Paſſonatehy. * 


Cruel wretch! who would have conceived the 
darkneſs of your deſign, Why have you thus deceived 
me; why thewn me a ray of hope to plunge me 
: deeper i in deſpair ; why could I not better read that 

perfidious countenance! I would have trampled un- 
der foot that gold which I bleſt,—]1 would have— 


| Roner, 
Silence, my ſon—I inſiſt. 


Joszrn. Afide. ] 


-lofuſferable torment ! we are diſhonoured, and by 
him—yet, my father !—cruel fituation, Oh, | poverty! 
now I feel thy ſting. | 
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De Lys. [To Remi confuſed. 


But you will not let me conclude. My attachment 
might become ſerious: even by her charms I might 

form a connexion that would baniſh all your ſcruples ; 
it would not be the firſt time that DENY has had ſuch 
1 tune and hers 1 1s formed— 
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RxeMrn. 


This is a new inſult which I deſpiſe, or rather that 
I pardon, from a young man who knows not what 


honour is; what it inſpires, ordains, requires. There 


is an honeſt pride that is often more becoming 


In the poor than even the rich: I feel it, fir; and how- 
ever you may chuſe to act, you can never degrade 
me. Though you were inclined to marry her, I thould 


not deem you worthy of her: mere riches are not an 
equivolent for virtue. No, fir, ſhe is deſtined for 
another, who will make her happy. From hence 1 


ſhall go to accompliſh that point, which has been for 

| ſome time the principal object of my care. For this 

alone I ſought my freedom: I require but one hour 

I kill then return and give myſelf up, ſir.— Lou 
may truſt my word. i 


DE Lys. 
You may remain free, I give you that ſum 
No, ſir; I will owe no favour to him who could 


thus cruelly inſult my misfortunes. 


| Ds Lys. [To Charlotte.) 
Is it poſſible, Charlotte, you can hate me ſo much? 
[Charlotte /ooks down. 


It is impoſſible for us to accept your benefits, the 


are too cruel; unhappy are the objects who attract 
them. Let us go my children But now I recollect: 
ou thall be witneſs, fir, to what I have to ſay, per- 
haps your heart may be reformed by witneſſing the 


triumph of virtue over misfortune, and by knowing 
© E what 
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what revolutions all are liable to, however great they 
may be.—Witneſs' a confeſſion I can no longer con- 
ceal. [To his children.] This is the moment I have 
often promiſed you. I chuſe to explain myſelf be- 
fore you, fir, [70 De Lys.] that you may finally- ex- 
tinguiſh 105 ray of e ee et you 
think yourſelves brother and fiſter ; one of Tor 


| Josryn. [Ir great agitation.) 
What! wal] you ſay one of us 1s not your child; ? U 


CHaRLOTTE. 
1 rremble for him and for myſelf. 


Remi. 


4 will always be a father to you both. 1 will love 
you equally ; your hearts will be fill mine, 'l am 
ſure. Oh, my Charlotte, have often ſpoke to you of 

a brother who lived in opulence, who ſuddenly with- 
drew himſelf from my knowledge, and whom I have 
ſo long and ſo ineffectually ſought —My Charlotte 
it is your father that I have thus er ſought. 


CHarLoTTE. eng, 3 
1 am not then your daughter ?— 


Joskyph. 
She! Is not my fiſter 2 Oh heavens |— 


Hear me, my children, a few moments ; without? in- 
terruption. [7 o Charlotte.] You were given to me at 
your birth by my brother; my wife nurſed you; we 
treated you as our own child; your father diſappeared : 
before you were of an age to know your claims on 
him; my wife died ſoon after; I was ſometimes 
obliged to leave you and my fon to yourſelves, and 
could deviſe no means ſo certain to enſure a pure and 
innocent affection, as fuffering you ſill to conſider 


- yourſelves 


9 


concluſion. 
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yourſelves as brother and ſiſter: but, in caſe of its be- 
coming neceſſary, I always. had about me the certi- 
ficate of your birth and baptiſm. You know the 
ſad reverſe of fortune we experienced, and that in 
ſpite of the moſt diligent ſearch, I have never gained 
any information reſpecting my brother, and the fon 
he took away with him; except that they had taken 
another name and were ſettled in Paris; ſo that I 
have not any trace that might lead to a diſcovery. 
Thus you, my Charlotte, who are entitled to live in 
affluence muſt remain in poverty; but you have 


virtue, reſolution, innocence, and peace of mind— 
let them conſole you for what you have loſt, _ 


CW 
This concerns me nearly. — I muſt attend to the 
. RMI. [To Charlotte.] . 
T have acquired the right of diſpoſing of 4 [ 


will give you a huſband who knows your virtues, 


who will love and protect you: conjugal happineſs is 
not precluded the poor; ſo far from it, that it is an 
advantage the rich have often occafion to envy them. 
{ Joleph takes Charlotte's fand.] Yes, my children, I 


know your hearts! they were formed for each other. 
Tell me, Charlotte, would not you prefer Joſeph to all 
the world? Ys f 1 


anker 
Need I confeſs it? . 
DI Lys. A,, 

What a ſcene— | 5 
Remi. [Forms the hands of Charlotte and Joſeph. ] 


i May you be happy, as your virtues deſerve you | 
ſhould, my beloved children! 


Eq - Josep. 
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Joszen. [K:i//mg Charlotte's Hand.] 
My Charlotte, it is for life. 
CnaRLOT TE. 
Oh, my bro——— 
8 5 e | Josxen. _ 
Forget the name you were going to pronounce, 
forget it for a dearer; though in whatever name I 
obtain, you cannot be more cheriſhed by my fond 


heart. 

Remi. [ToDe Lys, who regards them penſively.] 

Look at them and fay, whether all your poſſeſſions 

can give you the tranſports they enjoy ? Oh, that you 
could taſte their pure and ſweet ſenſations! [With 
why ack. Oh, ye unhappy rich ones! keep your 
miſerable gold and leave us the voluptuous enjoy- 
ment of ſuch tears: | Preſſes his children to his boſom.) 
Come my children, come with me, the air we breath 
here is not wholeſome.—I was willing, fir, that you 
' ſhould be the firſt witneſs of a declaration I meant to 
make public. I have ſome matters relative to its ac- 
compliſhment to tranſact, when that is done I will 
return: I have already engaged my wor. 


Charlotte and Joſeph go out; as Remi is following 

V 

8 . Dz Lys. 

| | One word. | 
3 V 
When I return, fir, I ſhall be entirely at your dif- 

poſal. Do you fear to truſt me? I am going to fien a 

receipt. e e A 


Ds 


1 N ATM. 6 


DE Lys. 


1 only aſk one word. For heaven's ſake tell me 
your name, and Res you come from? 


RENMI. | 
My name is Remi, my native place Montbaſon i in 
Franche-Comtè. Your ſervant, i 


DE Lys. 55 177 ieee! 
. meeting; perfidious fortune how near 
1 was to betraying myſelf ;—we muſt act with pru 
dence and vigilance.—I will give them a ſum of ' 
money to take them to a diſtant country: but the 
firſt ſtep ſhould be to prevent their going out of the 
| houſe left they ſhould hear Rings, enter Du Bois.] 
Run immediately, Du Bois, after thoſe people; tell 
them I want to ſay ſomething of conſequenc+ to 

them this inſtant. Bring them back without fail. 
[Exit Du Bois.] I will keep them here; excuſe my 
conduct by telling them it was a ſudden impulſe of 
paſſion that hurried me into acting contrary to my 
nature; pretend I am convinced of my error give 
them a large ſum of money, with the ftronge!i pro- 
teſtations of being actuated by pure generofiy.— 
'To-morrow I will ſend them off to ſome diſtant ka- 
bitation, where they may be happy with their ruſtic 
: virtues. —Yes, yes, this is what I muſt do. I tremble 
left Du Bois ſhould not overtake them.—I am all ap- 
pre henſion, agitation—lI wiſh I knew how it would 
end i— Talks N backwards and forwards.) 


SCENE 
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SCENE Y. | 
Mr. Du Noir comes in.] „„ 
D Lys. N 
OH, Mr. Du Noir, you are come very apropos. 
Do Noi. 


ly > hank heaven! have bound you at home Lt Was 
afraid to miſs you; for. 1 


DE Lys. 
1 have ſomething to tell; JOU 


DD Noi R. 5 
Lat me acquaint you firk—— 5 


Dx Lys. [Inpatient ] 
No, no; what L have to ſay 


. 


? Du Noir. 
Let me beſeech you to hear me! 


> Dx Lys. 
Williagy, after I have told JOU—— 


3 Nor R. 
But if you knew— 


9 Lys. 
: 40 1 do know — 
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Do Non. [Impatiently.] 


You Lacs it—how could you diſcover that I have 
jut found them out? how could you know this? 


1 1 
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DE Lys. [Stamping.} 
I do-! tell you, I know it better than you, 


Dv Nais. 


Jam out of all patience!—Where could you hear 
that your fiſter is in London with an old uncle, yoo 2 


coufin— 


De Lys. 


1 know 1 it but too wall 


Du Noir. [Atonifted. 
Who could poſſibly have informed you, 


1 ' Dy Lys, ny 

Why, While we: were ſeeking every where eit, ; 
they were under our eyes. n 
VU'& ! Do Norn. 

Under our eyes! | 
De Lrs. 


Your tenants at the next door, who were ſuppoſed 
brother and ſiſter, and children to the old man in 
| Priſon, : are this inſtant gone from hence. 15 


5 Du NolR. e ö 
s it poflible? 3 
| Yes; and i it was here thi: let me into the ſecret. — 

Do Nois. [ Afonifhed.} | F OT 
Here | can they have been here? ns ; 


35 Ds Lys. * % 
Vs, here; here.—Oh, if you knew all "that has 
paſſed berween them and me!—I ſhall run mad at 
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the recolleQion.—l gave the ſon fifty guineas, with 
which he releaſed his father. 


Du Noir. 
Who the devil adviſed you to give away your 


. money ? —lts always unlucky. 


DE Lys. 
The father offered me a receipt. 


Du Noir, | 
A receipt! ah, take it, take it by all! means: but 


let me draw it up, for it muſt not acknowledge that 
the money for which he avows himſelf your debtor 


was advanced to take him out of priſon, otherwiſe we 
cannot employ 1 it to put him there again, 


Dr Lys. 
Oh, Iam not unealy about the paltry ſum, 


Du Noi. y 


There you are e wrong - but the wretches may dif- - 
turb you—ſo they know— _ 


Ln Dx Lys. 
Nothing about me : they do not even ſuſped, 
Dou Nos. 


They do not know you! Jam FRY of it, very aua 
of it. Let me manage, I will get rid of them ſoon; I 


will arreſt them for half a year's rent due to me, 


Where are : they, where are they? 


5 DE Lys. 
] have FED Du Bois to fetch them back, they will 


be here immediately,—Well RON: of, they are 
coming be c on your guard. 


SCENE 
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SCENE VI. 


Enter DuBo1s. 

„„ NO RY Bi [Impatienthy. | 

WEL L. nh Ep 
Denon: 

1 was impoſſible to 107 85 them back, fir; the old 
man aſſured me poſitivel * he would return in an hour; 
but he ſaid he muſt ſpeak to a notary firſt, and aſked 
me if I knew one Sho had the character of huma- 


nity and goodneſs. I mentioned Vours, and «Oy 
went to him immediately. 


Dr Lys. rFuriouſy.] 
Wretch! I will be the death of you. 
Duos. Trenbling.] 


1 did not think I had done any ws fir. Is not 
the notary a very good man? 


„ Dx Lys. 
Begone. 


SCENE VII. 
Du NolR. 
OUR evil ſtar prevails; "7 thing runs counter. 


[t is fate, curſed fate— 


Da Lys. 
1 am choaked with rage... 


Duo 
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Du Noir. 


You need not give yourſelf uneafineſs about this 
miſtake ; ; if the man had not mentioned your notary, 
the firſt they had gone too would have told them all; 


for notice has been given publickly, that if your 


ſiſter or her heirs will apply to ſuch a notary, they 
will hear of ſomething that intereſts them nearly, 


And in the handbills of to-day, a clerk to the re- 
ceiver of the taxes has given information of her 


; being i in Paris with her brother ; and that their uncle 


is impriſoned here for failure in paying the king's | 


duties, the ſale of his goods not having produced 
ſufficient to diſcharge the debt. 


Dr Ly oo 
What can we do; how parry this terrible Aroke? ? 


Du Norz. 
Send 2 avant immediately to the notary” S; "fits 


him not to ſee any body till you have ſpoken to him: 
tell him you want to ſee him alone bur it will be 


better to write a note 
D Lys. [Rings the bell vielath] 
Enter SrRVANT. 


Ds Lys. 
T al my ſecretary T watt him. 


SxkvANr. 


DE Lys. 


The fool! the bloc khead! to go out juſt when J 
want him.—Go look for him, —No, ftay,—How every 
thing 
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thing unites to circumvent me. If I had not given 


that curſed money, he would not have come out of 


priſon ; would not have come here ; would not have 


been directed to the notary :—fatal day—curſed 
 whim,—Oh, that I had never ſeen her !— 


Do Noir. 

But you muſt abſolutely write two lines. 

Dr Lys. [ Impatiently,] = 
How can I when my ſecretary is abſent. 
di ee e 
I will write for you. 

. VVV 
Do, do. Why did not you ſay ſo ſooner? We 


will go into the library. Rings.] Bring pen and 


ink, Vou muſt dictate to me fully how I am to ex- 


preſs myſelf, —[To the Servants.] I will ſend you all 
a packing you ſcoundrels F[Exeurt. © 


END OF THE THIRD ACT, 
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ACT Iv. SCENE 1. 


The ſcene repreſents the apartment of a Notary. He is ſeated in 


his morning gown at a table examining papers and parchment, 
which are laid on it. 15 85 


WHAT debts !—Sure there never was ſuch an ex- 
"* travagant age.—Where will it end? [ Leans his 


| head on his hand.] A ſad bufineſs this—no funds no 


credit. This man enjoyed the confidence of the ; 
bauffible mine to him: filly, to 


him ſome papers to ſign.] What is this? — Oh, the uſurer 


that is become bankrupt. Thus matters are arranged 
 now-adays. What knavery! Have the marquis's 


heirs been here? have they come to any agreement 


oz CLERK. : 
They came juſt after you went out, fir ; Durand 


would have had them compromiſe the buſineſs, but he 
could not perſuade them: and after three hours diſ- 


pute they were never the nearer. 


What narrow minds with their wealth and titles! 
What meanneſs does intereſt make them guilty of. 


They came here like ſo many ravenous wolves, ready 


to tear each other to pieces, before the breath was 
well out of the body of their deceaſed relation. 


Their eager eyes told me each thought he ought 


to have all, and his brothers nothing, though the 
pooreſt of them has fixteen hundred pounds a year. 
JJ 
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CLERKE. 


That old man and his intended ſon-in-law have 
been here again, fir, 


Well! | 
CrIERE. 


＋ hey have not quite agreed yet; they only differ 
abour hve den pounds. 


NorTary. 


Ts it poſſible that people can thus bargain where 
the tendereſt connexion is concerned! This good 
father is ſo wedded to his wealth ;—it coſt him great 
pains to accumulate it to be ſure, therefore he is leſs 
contemptible than the young man, who, in ſpite of 
the affection he pretends to have for the daughter, 

inſolently avows he will not marry her but on his o Ww 


terms. Well! thirty years experience has not re- 
conciled me to theſe things. 


CLenk: 
-. 00 financier has ſent here again, fir —He who 
confined his daughter! in a convent. 


NoraRv. | 


Becauſe he cannot give her a fortune ſufficient to 
{upport her, whilſt all the world are ruining them- 
ſelves by their ſplendid entertainments on that _ 
PREY which i is a diſgrace to them. —What people! = 


CLERK. 


That widower will be here preſently, fir, who | 
wants the contract of marriage drawn out. He fays 
he will ſpeak only to ou: 


'P Noraxv- 


. ˙—˙5Vr . ˙ ˙Üü. me ores 1 97 VL Yano er IR OD: 
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NoTaARY. 

To me I am his humble ſervant. But he will 
never prevail on me to draw up a contract that is to 
produce ſuch injurious conſequences. What criminal 

means would this deluded father employ to ruin his 
poor children for the ſake of a ſecond wife. I hope 
and believe that none of my brethren are capable of 
aſſiſting him in ſuch a vile fraud; ill betide them 
if they are. [Signs a paper.] Remember, young man, 
the advice I give you: if ever you ſhould obtain 
this employment, confider well the importance of the 
truſt which is confided in you by the public; recollect 

that to them you are accountable for your conduct. 

It is not enough that you preſerve that degree of 
common integrity which ſets your actions above re- 
proach ; you muſt guard with the moſt ſcrupulous ſe- 
verity againſt any thing being done that infringes in 
the leaft on that juſtice and equity on which the 

welfare of the community depends: it is our duty to 

_ diſcover, to penetrate the ſchemes of knavery ; to 
unmaſk the villain; to ſhew him his wickednels, if 
poſſible ; to make him bluſh for his turpitude.—It is 
thus that we render ourſelves uſeful to our country, 
and that we ſleep contented, and ſatisfied with the 
conſciouſneſs of having performed our dux. 


3 nr. 

Jour example is a leſſon to me, fir. It were to be 
wiſhed that all men in public life would conſider the 
duties of their ſtation, and perform them as you have 
done. FFC e e 
. Nor ARx. = 
- Huſh! Huſh, my friend: let us view only thoſe 
who perform them; and turn our eyes from ſuch as 
quit the paths of rectitude. Let dithoneſty be 2 
ſtranger even to our thoughts. . 

| „ Enter 
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1 Enter SERVANT. 
A letter from Mr. De Lys, ſir. 
5 +. NOTARY: 

Give it me. [Reads.]—He defires me to deny my- 
felf to every body but him; he is coming with his 
attorney to concert—Ay, ay, I know -what they 
are at—this young man and his lawyer; but it will 

not do; we ſhall never agree. Have you heard any 
s thing in conſequence of thoſe hand- bills I diſtributed? 


5 CLERK. 
Nothing, fir, 8 
I am unhappy whenever I think of this affair. — : 
How unfortunate! They are perhaps ſuffering all the | 


miſeries of want, while a ſplendid fortune, which they 

are ignorant of, awaits them. [Sighs I] Give me the 
paſteboard, No. 307, from that ſhelf. Put it there. 
{Clerk puts it on the table as he directs; another Cletk I 
comes in and brings him a large parchment.) It is en- = 
groſſed : right. —Take theſe papers. If any body | 
wants me, let me know immediately. —Nothing is 
more precious at Paris than time ; mine is dedicated 
to the public, to whom I devote myſelf entirely. 


The laſt CleRk. ; 
There is an old man with his fon, and a young | 
woman, in your ſtudy : I believe they are come for a = 
contract of marriage; but they ſaid they muſt ſpeak — 
to you about it, 1 was afraid of interrupting you, ſo 
| dehired them to wait, C ] 
| | NoTARY. NE 85 ; 
Why did you not mention this fooner ?—I have | 

often told you always to bring ſuch people to me im- 
mediately.—Y ou may make the marquiſes, Wente . 1 
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and financiers, wait as long as you pleaſe; but the 
poor and unfortunate I defire may be attended to: it 
is my pleaſure, —Go, go, and fetch them directly. 


Exit Clerk. 


e . 
Norany.: 


H OW negligent—l have defired as. . 
not to wax the ſtaircaſe or this room, for the poor 
people are afraid of coming near me, leſt they ſhould 
ſpoil my floors; and for my part I am never better 
ſatisfied than when I ſee the mark of their ſhoes: I 
have oſten found generous and elevated ſentiments in 
thoſe to whom pride gives the name of the vulgar. I 
am diſguſted with the great; I have ſeen too much of 


them. Oh, ye unhappy beings, who labour, * 
5 ſtarvel—it! is ye who intereſt me, 


8 0 E. N E III. 


(Remi, Charlotte, and Joſe ph, appear at the door wip- 
ing their feet, and ſeeming to hefitate whether they ſhall 


y „ 2 he Notary gets up, and goes to them, 
Nor Ar, 


COME in; come in my friends, Never mind 
your ſhoes, they are clean enough; come in. 


RE MI and herne 
Sir, we are come to- 


Nor ART. 


A DR A M A. 


| | NoTARY. 
But you muſt all fit down before I can attend to you. 


77 


Jos PH. 

We fear = 
| 5 REMI. 
Ah, fir !—— 
. Nor ART. 3 
Sit yourſelves down, I ſay.—Sit down I beg of 
you. [They fit down.) Right: there, now I will hear 
you,—A contract of marriage is the buineſs, is it not? 


3 Jos E PH. 
Nair. e 

ee ; NorARVY. 1 6 Sg 59 
So much the better Lou have choſen a very pretty 
girl; and, what is yet better, a very modeſt one. 
It is a pleaſure to me to ſee ſuch a couple. —Well, my 
good friends, you are all agreed I ſuppoſe: it is only 
thoſe of your ſtation that marry now-adays; for as 
to the connexions of our great city here, they are a 
mere matter of bargain and ſale. 


Alas!—Yes, fir, we are perfectly agreed; but 


p 7 


| there is an obſtacle which may yet ariſe to defeat our 
| wiſhes: this was the cauſe of my deſiring particu- 
| larly to ſpeak to you. 1 am anxious that theſe dear 
children ſhould be united ; it is my only hope. The 
ſole bleſſing I aſk of heaven, is to let me witneſs it 
ere ! deſcend to the grave. But, fir—I know not 
how to mention it—we altogether have not enough— 
I cannot expreſs it. Yet I muſt— - 


5 „ 
Let me ſpare you the pain, my father. 
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13 THE DISTRESS'D FAMILY; 
' Remr. wo 
No, Joſeph; 1 will endeavour to explain 'our un- 


fee circumſtances. * came, 3 ideas, my 
words are loſt—I cannot.— | 


Notary. 


Why do you heſitate ? Wherefore. treibe Are 
you not in the preſence of a fellow creature ? It is our 
duty to attend to and ſerve each other, if poſſible, 
at all times; proceed, —] reſpect you, be aſſured, for 
you ſeem to be a very worthy man. 


Remi. [Rifing and approaching him, 1 


Jam totally deſtitute, fir ; I- have no means of pay- 
ing you; and I know not in what terms to apply to you 
to protect the marriage of theſe poor children. My 
withes extend only to their union, for they have the 
means of ſubſiſting themſelves ; they are induſtripus 
and ſober; and that providence, which has hitherto 


protected them, will deign, perhaps, to continue its 
affiſtance. TE 


Nome: 


This confidence] is juſt and praiſe EY Yes] | 
will doubtleſs ſee them united, and with a pleaſure 7 
cannot expreſs to you, art of the bulineſs will 
be ſoon performed, and I Rs re nothing for it, The 
happy power of contributing to the telicity of theſe 
young people is recompenſe Tufficient, 


Dumb. lea of Joy between W and Charlote 


1 


REMI. s 

Ah, fir, how | good | They have however ſome ex- 
.petiarions. which is the reaſon of my wiſhing this 
contract to be drawn up: for this dear girl's father 
you ſhall know all. But they tell me I ſhall find ſome 


difficulty in this buſineſs, for one of the Parties is my 
ſon, and the other my niece. 


Noranv. 


& DR A WA. 79 


NOTARY. 
Firſt couſins [—yes—that is certainly an obſtacle. 


Jos n. 
An obſtacle ! We are loſt, —Ah; Charlotte— 


NorTary. 


Do not be alarmed. Though: the Council of Trent 
have forbidden the marriage of firſt coulins, except 
_ princes, and thoſe to whom reaſons of ſtate allow dit- 
penſations, yet of late they have been granted to all 


who applied for them; ſo that a little time, and a. 


little money, will give us full power, 


Jn to CHARLOTTE. 
Full power, — 
Nor ax v. | 


I will e the ſum neceſſary on this Do 
1 hey ſeem ſo amiable, and ſo tenderly an oat 


| it — 5 a pity they ſhould be ſeparated, 


RMI. 
Oh, fir! your generofity— 


Z NoTary. [. aking up a pe] 
What! is your employment? 
Remi, 
I lived od cultivating my lands, 


NorTaRy. 


Ab, if you knew how much I reſpe& that lt 
Wen ] have ever ee and cheriſhed tlie cul- 
tivation of the earth. 


Ron, 


Overwhelmed by inevitable calamities, which oc- 
| cafioned my total ruin, and proſecuted for the king's 
1 h duties 
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name! Tong 


0 THE DISTRESS'D FAMILY; 


duties, which it was impoſſible for me to collect, I was 
dragged into priſon— ? 


| | | Nor AR. 5, | 

I underſtand you. There are men whoſe hearts 
are dead to the emotions of pity ; but leave them to 
their inſenſibility. Tell me, my friend, in what pro- 


* 


vince were you eſtabliſned? 


3j i Wu 
In Franche Comte, at Montboſon, 


ny | NorTary. e 
Montboſon! that is exactly the ſpot where — 1 


think I can give you an opportunity of obliging me. — 
[Gets up and fetches ſome papers, which he looks over.] I 
am in ſearch of a family thereabouts, perhaps you 


can give me ſome intelligence about them ? | Reading 


in a low Þoice.] Here it is. In 1750 Pierre Alexis 


Remi 
R EMI. 


Alas, ſir— But though ſome new calamity were to 


be the conſequence of the avowal : — I cannot deny 


it.— That is my name. 


Nor AR v. [Surpriſed and joyfully.] 

You Pierre Alexis Remi ! > 

„ — OY 

Certainly; certainly that is my name. 
NorAkx. 

Take care, my worthy friend are you brother to 


Iſidare Remi who abſented himſelf many years ag 5 


from his native place, and afterwards changed his 


REM, 


PEE: as > 3 2x 


REM. 
Yes, fir, he was my brother; the father of this 
dear girl: it is him I have ſought in vain for ſeveral 
years—Theſe papers, which are what I propoſed to 
entruſt to you, will confirm what I advance. | Feels in 
his pocket, and gives the papers. | 


NorTarv. [Foyfuly,] 


Oh, my dear friends! heaven directed you to me. 
Happy, happy day! This then is the child we have 


been ſo long ſeeking. You have not read the hand- 
bills then? 5 3 7 RE 8 


5 Neo, fir, I never notice them. Is her father alive; 


do you know him? Oh, tell us, tell us; however 


great his faults he is ſtill my brother Fe. 


CHARLOTTE. 


My heart fickens with expectation. Oh, Joſeph, 


5 Joszpn. [Taking her hand.] 
fir, - CORY 
Nor AR. [To Charlotte.] 


I knew your father well; I attended him in his laſt 


moments,— . 


„ | cn ARLOT TE. Sorrouofally.] 
Fe is dead! „ 
| e Nor AR. 


He lamented that you were not with him; your 


name was the laſt he pronounced; he wiſhed to have 


repaired the injury he had done by neglecting you. 


He has divided his fortune equally between you and 


| your brother: he died worth twelve thouſand pounds 


2 year, I will preſent you to your brother to-day, 
© ha Hy +4 


Let us attend, my ſweet Charlotte. Go on, deareſt ' 


82 THE DISTRESS'D FAMILY, 


he lives not far from hence in great ſplendour. He | 
bears ftill the name of De Lys, which his father took. | 


{Remi, Joſeph, and Charlotte, after expreſſing their 
; Surpriſe in dumb ſhew, excla;m almqſ at the ſame time.] 


JoszPn. 
Ob, Charlotte! 
| RE MI. . 
\ How WY is Ps Oh, my ebildren, hea- 5 
ven has rewarded your virtue! | 
CrartoTTE: 
Can it be true? What ! Mr. De Lys my brother 


Notary. 
Lou know him then > 


 CranrLoT TE. 
But too vel. —Gracious heaven & 


JoszP H, 


T6 the Mr. De Lys who has the fine houſe near 
the Palace Royal. 
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3 | Norany, 

T he ſame, „55 
REMuI. 5 

We are this inſtant come from him, ſir. 


Norazy. [Surpri ed. ] 


Ah! how—come from him | What could have car- 
ried you there? Tell me; let me know what a 
| there; i it is requiſite I ſhould know; for— 
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e REMI. 
Ah, ſpare me, ſir; diſpenſe with à detail chat 


would make us bluſh for him. Where has he been 
brought 
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brought up! What morals! Unhappy wretch! Se- 
ducing riches. Why did he not rather remain with us 
in poverty; he would at leaſt have been virtuous and 
reſpectable; but alas | corrupted by wealth, he is be- 
come a libertine, a ſeducer: he tried this morning to 
purchaſe her honour; he dared even to purchaſe the 
price of it to me. 


Did you remain unknown to each other? 


. 


did not mention my name till I quitted him. Do 


you think he will remember it? 


JAA 


1 Remember it! yes - and in a manner that will 


humble his pride and alarm his avarice. 
Enter SERVAN T. 
JJ ONCTINT, „„ 
Mr. De Lys is here, ſir.— He is juſt ſtepping out of 
his carriage. . N 
. RN 
Here! Come here !— What, does he purſue us? 
1 QHARLOTTE: | 
How ſhall I ſupport the meeting? 
, Nerarr, [To ks Servant]... 
Deſire him to wait in the drawing room; tell him 


I am buſy at preſent: when I ring you may bring 


him here. [Exit Servant.] My good friends, this is 
the happieſt day of my life. How I bleſs the hand 


of Providence that directed this ſortunate interview. 


Lou are about to emerge from poverty and obſcu- 


rity, to enjoy the riches you underſtand fo well the 


ule 
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uſe of Taking up a paper.] Here is the will, which I 
will ſhew you, Charlotte; it is the fignature of your 
father. Alas! he thought OP of you in his laft 
moments. 


CuARLOT TE. [Weeps wed kiſſes the name T 
Alas why is he not here to bleſs his child? 


JoszPn. 


Let me kiſs his ſignature too; your baer Charlotte, 
thould be mine. 


NorARv. [Rifing. ] 


You ſhall know the particulars of his will pre 

x ſently. 1] will ſend for your brother : but till your 
ſpirits are more calm retire to the next room; I wiſh 
you to hear what paſſes. At the proper time I will 
give.you notice to return here, —l will try to ſoften 
the hard heart of this young man. Oh, if it yields 
to the voice of nature, how lanshed ſhall I be with 
myſelf, 

Remy, 


Beſt of wen! bow kind you are to u us who have no 
clam, but—— _ 


NoTaRy. 


Huſh, buſh, my good friend, it is a nes to 
myſelf to ſerve others—Walk into that room. 


[Heros them to an imer apartment; ſhuts the door, 
then rings a bell, A. Servant comes in.] 


Nor AR. 


Vou may tell Mr. De Lys I am ready to receive 
0 lin [Servant goes cut.] We ſhall ſee if he adheres to 
his unjuſt project: there is no longer room for diſſi- 
mulation; her claim is indiſputable; I took care to 
preclude the aan of litigation, But I am vexed 
that 


1 any ing. 
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that wretch Du Noir was appointed executor with me. 
Yes; he that gives ſuch bad counſel to the young 


man. Chicanery is ſo familiar to him, he will try to— 
here they are. 


(0A Servant introduces De Lys and Du Noir; es 
chairs, and retires.] 


"Dr: LYK - 
We are come again, fir, about this buſineſs; it is 
extraordinary that you wont put an end to 1t, My 
hands are tied behind me while I am ſubject to a claim 
upon half my fortune: we muſt finiſh the matter in 
ſome manner ' 


Notary. [Coldly.] 


Have you received any information then, gentle- 
men? Can you tell me where the young perſon 3 is who 
has the claim? Without her it is impoſſible to finiſh 


DE Lys. [ Argrily + 


Impoſſible to finiſh any thing ! This is always the | 
language of you lawyers ; you are all alike: it is 
ſhameful; delays that have not common ſenſe, She 
is dead no doubt long ago, and I am to be kept out of 
my inheritance becauſe the does not appear. Indeed, 
fir, my affairs are much embarraſſed by this delay. 


Nor AR. 


I have already told you, fir, the indiſpenſible forms 
requifite to put you in poſſeſſion of the fortune of 
that ſiſter you ſo readily ſuppoſe dead. The law 
takes the abſent under its protection ; it will not truſt 
their intereſts to their relations. And if upon full proof 
of their abſence after a ſtated period, it permit the 
nent claimant to take poſſeſſion of their effects, it is 
upon condition of reſtitution in caſe of their re- ap- 

pearing. It is ſurpriſing to me that Mr. Du Noir, 
who is your attorney, ſhould not have explained this 
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into our views, and depend on the ampleſt 
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to you. The certificate of your ſiſter's death can 


* lay aſide this guardianſhip of the law. It is 


poſſible that the may not only be in perfect 
health, but that 1 we may be preparing & to aſſert her 


right. 
'Dv Noi. 5 
If we ſhould, we are prepared for her. You are 


to underſtand, fir, we ſhall not readily conſent to ſhare 


with a ſtranger ; though | this fiſter was to preſent her- 


ſelf, we ſhould truſt her as an impoſtor. Let me tell 


you, fir, an attempt of this kind would not ſucceed ſo 


eafily. The judges would not pronounce in favour of 


a ſtranger, but on the fulleſt proof; and happily this 


proof is very difficult. You may fay ſhe will bring 
the certificate of her baptiſm : well, we ſhall take 
time to examine if it be properly authenticated: and 
though the birth ſhould be properly aſcertained, the 
identity muſt be proved in the cleareſt manner: all 
this will take up time. You will add, ſhe may de- 
mand to prove her claims; this we ſhall forcibly op- 

| poſe; and if, notwithſtanding, is complied with, 
we have other reſources, infinite; we thall begin by 
treating it as a forged claim, | 


'Dz Lys. [Reclining indolenty.]. 
Right, right; a forged claim, 


NorTazy. 
I ſhall anſwer this at a proper time. [To Mr. Dy 


Noir.] You propoſe, I preſume, to ſpeak to this ſiſter ; 
and your plan is to ruin your client by a condemna- 


tion of colts. 


Dv Nos. [Softening his © voice and addreſf ng the Notary, ] 


1 have other means: but J will ſpeak candidly to 
ou; we came here Mick that i intent Enter a little 
40 OO” 
_ lea? 2me 


, 


„* ropeat FR ampleſt, Mr. De Lys has 
occalion for the whole inheritance ; what would a 
country girl do with ſuch a ſum ? a trifle would con- 
tent her. Tell me, have not ſome poor people been 
here? We know they have; we ſee the inſide of the 
cards, Come, come, we do not wiſh to be at vari- 
ance with you; we will recompenſe you, you may 


Ns pen on it. We muſt gain him. Ade to De 3 J 
os Lys. 

By all means. [Afde] 
NoTary. fal. 

I don ˖ oractly underſtand you. Explain. * 


De Nos. 


You underſtand very well, that we can do nothing 
better than make an amicable compromiſe. Mr. De 
Lys is reaſonable, he is willing to give them a hand- 


ſome ſum to take them back to their own country: he 
is even willing to ſettle a decent income on them, if 
they fign a deed of *renunciation : but that prelimi- 


nary article muſt be complied e muſt not 
have a farthing till then. 


Nor ART. 


Does Mr. De Lys expect this propoſal will be 


complied with? 
Dx Lys. 


It only depends on your aſſiſtance: for you may 
einn the will as you pleaſe to thoſe i ignorant 3 


Pl 


| Norany. [7 aking up a parchment. + 


Before we proceed, permit me to read this will to 
you; it contains the laſt words of a parent, whoſe re- 


Y queſts og to be the moſt ſacred laws to u. 
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DE Lys. 


Ob, he was very ill when he made that will had he 
been well I know it would have been otherwiſe. 


NoTary. [Firmh.] 
Win! you hear „ 
DE Lys. 
-4 have read it, 
je: NoTARY. 
_ ill I perceive ; hence you will give me. leave 


to read it again. 


Du Nox. (To De Lys.] 
Let bids: let him, perhaps we may find out ſome 


: flaw that has eſcaped us. 


Nor Ak v. [ Looking indignantly at Du | Noir, then 
aadareſſing himſelf to DE Lys. 


The will of Ifidore Remi. 1 feel myſelf ſo 


overwhelmed as to preclude all hope of being re- 


"ſtored to life: I loſe it at the PI moment in which 
I am ſenſible how it ſhould bE&*employed. What a 
moment! Oh ye who read what is Rag written, think 


of it in time. You will be one day in my fituation : 
it is then that truth will aſſert its rights, that you will 
be 3 to acknowledge and do homage to it. 


7 p 


Du Nox. 1 
Pſhaw! this is all morality, there is no —— 


for reading it. 
Noraxy. [Looks again contemptuuſy « at Du Noir] | 
ce 4 declare then by this will“ 


Do Nolk. 
ay this i is what we want; 


NOTARY, 


NoTARY. 
That I have left a daughter, my ſecond child, in 
the hands of my brother Pierre Alexis Remi, reſident 
at Montboſon in France Comte, my native place: I 


hereby declare that child to be my legitimate 
daughter, younger ſiſter of Louis Remi, ſince known 


by the name of De Lys, which I took. I declare 
my having left this child when I quitted the pro- 


vince, not having it in my power to take care of 


her; and that fince that period, led away by ambi- 


tion and avarice, and involved in the hurry of bufi- 


neſs, incident to my employ ments in foreign coun- 


tries, ſhe has been baniſhed from my memory. Ar- 


rived at a fituation which a man thinks happy, till 


he is enlightened by the approach of death, I had 


the cruelty to filence in my heart every ſenſation that 
tended to remind me of that poor child, from a de- 
ſign of making my ſon the ſole inheritor of my vaſt 
poſſeſſions, under another name. I forgot my rela- 


tions; I wilfully broke with them. Hardened by 
_ Proſperity, and bluſhing for connexions which I falſely 
thought degraded me, I have failed in the moſt facred 
duties; for which J fincerely beg pardon of the 
Almighty. But my deepeſt remorte is produced by 

the reflection of having educated my fon according 


to theſe falſe principles: my ſevereſt compunction is 
excited by the idea of having myſelf led him to con- 
Ceal his birth, his country, his relations, and the name 
of that fiſter whom I looked upon as an obſtacle to 

his advancement. I here abjure theſe vile prinei- 


ples; yet I much fear, as a juſt puniſhment to me, 
that they have taken but too deep root in the heart 
of my ſon, I beg of him, earneſtly beg, that he will 


torgive me this injury done him, 'and that he will re- 


pair the faults I have committed. As his father, I 
charge him, to ſeek out his ſiſter, to mark to her 


OO INE 


1 
LY 


_ 


EN 
* „ em or fy been? A ee THEE 


FP 
— — 5 — 2 —— 2 = * 3 "> " 


122 
zo £211 
27 


— = N ä 8. 8 RT : . 
= PLE FI A wt 52 3 
9 7 — * * (= ks _— ow 27. . eng Fa ö 2 2 1 5 ry v2. "MZ a”. x — — * 
* - 8 8 nt. TE * : 4 . = _—_— N — - MPT ed es . Ln. 
Coe be ata es DCP ESTI ay + eas Org WY EO SR I I Se_ — — 
93 * n * SI =». 1 F = a ES Ke F, _ 4 ** of 266 ©: WL 1 Tee * 3 n 2 - — = — 2 7 1 
EN. — * S By, 9: 2 I II Dp, OE PL ere OED +305 6 ; . > 
> — - eV vx 22 bo 0 ? 27 > il 44 1 8+: 2 0 — A . Pe 
R 1-4 6, * — 4 — 6 2 * oa . . . v N a 4 


90 THE DISTRESS'D FAMILY; 


all the regret, the love, and every ſentiment which, 
though 1 have bitherto ſo cruelly failed in evincing 
towards her, now agitate my departing ſpirit. | I or- 
dain that he ſhall ſhare with her, in equal proportions, 
all that I ſhall be poſſeſſed of at my deceaſe. My 
N vows are offered to heaven that ſhe may know | 
laſt words.—Oh, my ſon ! if you ever find this 
fiter ; if with her you find him who. has been a fa- 
ther to her, regard him as your own. Alas! had 


not the fatal fetters of ambition charmed me to the 


great world, which has ſhortened my days, I ſhould 


have died in their arms, bathed vy help tears, ad 
| honoured by their regret. 


J appoint as executor to this will my old friend 155 


Mr. Du Noir, in order to give him an opportunity 


of repairing his errors, perſuaded that my laſt ſenti- 
ments will have the effect I deſire on him: we are 
nearly of an age; let my death admoniſh him. He 


will know what I mean.” _ 


5 Du Nor R. 
But this has nothing 1 to do with law, 


| Dz Lys. 
What are we to do, Du Noir? 


Nor ART. 


2Þo, fir! Conſult your conſcience, your heart, they 
wal be your beſt guide. 1 7 backwards and. For- 


wWuards diſturbed.) 


Dy Nook [In a lom voice to De 11 


I don't ſee how we can diſp ute this Will —I at- 
tended minutely, and could not diſcover a ſingle 
word that we could take advantage of: we muſt try 
to intimidate him. [Speaking aloud to De Lys.) You 
have nothing to fear from theſe good people, they 


don t ſeem to be very keen; and, fides they are ſo 
poor, 


poor, how can they ſupport the expenſes of a ſuit, 
which it will be _ to erect, and which we can ſpin 
out to the end of their res through means that I 


am well acquainted with. I am decided what part 
to take; they ſhall ſtarve before they can obtain by 
the firſt ſentence any proviſion, if My. will * 


comply with your propoſals. 
| l he Notary rings the bell; a Servant comes in. "] 
NorAR x. 


\ Shew this man to the door, and take care chat he” 


never Again paſſes the threſhold of 1t. => 


How, fir! how, a gentleman to be _ 
Noraxv. Ho the Servant.) 


i i 1 


| Obey! me. I with to ſpeak to you hr, ol 0 De me 


Du Norx. [Going.] 


I ſcorn your affront : I will have revenge; we will 


plead, fir, we w will na ben Du Noir and 2 8 


5 C R MER lv. 
Nora r. 
IT i is not enough to deſpiſe ſuch propoſals they 
gy to be puniſhed, __ 
Du Lys. 
He wy ſpeaks profeſſionally, 
Norakv. 


Do not deceive yourſelf, fir; and degrade a profeL. 
| ton that is only diſgraced by ſuch men as him. Of 


all others, the Jaw is calculated to render a man juſt 
and i peaceable, I know ſeveral, who acting up to the 


& 2 principles : 
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principles it inculcates, and;the purpoſes. for which it 
was framed, are an honour to human nature. I with 


you had confulted them; but let me again refer you 


do the dictates of your heart; that wall lead you to act 
Bel N r 
ene De Les: 3 7 22 * 


But half the fortune!—alf, it is too much, too 
- much indeed. 
Nera ndignanth.]| 
Wen then, fir, follow the example of your worthy 
4dviſer; make yourſelf as contemptible as him; but 
learn that it is me you ſhall o pee I will eſpouſe 
their cauſe: do not flatter voc that it will be pro- 
ttacted as you have been 1 to hope: I will go to 
the judges, I will appriſe them of your iniquitous in- 
tentions; they will not permit innocence and virtue to 
languiſh in poverty; your unfortunate felations will 
not long ſigh for the juſtice they are entitled to. [De 
Lys'looks embarraſſed.\ Is it-potfible that gold can ſo 
tyranntze over you as to ſtifle every ſentiment of vir- 
tue, and even juſtice in your heart? It your father 
were now to appear betore you, to accuſe you of in- 
ſenſibility of avarice, to reproach you to obey his 
laft commands, would you ftill be deaf to the voice 
of nature? Tremble then, for he is going to confront 
you; his blood is about to appear and Coos againſt 
you. {Goes haftily to the dovr where he con udted Kemi, 


Sc. and opens it.] Approach venerable old man, and 
: you, amiable Charlotte, approach. 


z ar "oe 


Remi, Joſeph and Charlotte, came - firward dureh, 
and attempt to throw themſelves at the feet * the No- 
. tary. Speaking almoſt at the Jame line.] 


CARLOT TE. Oh, my generous benefactor! 


- -JosEPH. Our noble prot oe! Al 
I * 1. enn man! * 4 ene, . 


yy Y.  £ 


Du Lys: [Starting back furpriſed.] © 
Heavets it is them EST hey have heard all. 


| Nor aR v. 
1 IS, my friends: 2A not Fn 
my good girl, if you loſe a brother that is unworthy 


of you, I will be your protector; my houſe thall be 


yours till he! is obliged to reſtore your right. 


CHARLOTTE. [Going to De Lys] 
You are, aſhamed, fir, of finding a rude unpo- 


liſhed country girl, while I, who am inclined to ac- 


knowledge your claims on my heart, figh to find 


you have ſentiments ſo uncongenial to mine. But 


tince the wealth you idolize has thus corrupted your 
heart, and rendered it ſo unjuſt, I deſpiſe it too. much 
to diſpute. it with you. [Turning to the , Notary.] Let 
him only reſtore to my father, fir, enough to reinſtate 
him in his former pofletion—let him give us a {ſmall 


ſum to purchaſe implements of hutbandry, that. will 
be ſufficient for us; we will return to our native home 


0 live ang die contented 1 in each other. 


\Nortary. [To De Lys] 
Do . bear gs Hr 


1 CnakLOT TE. : 


» will not t diſarace my brother by a proſecution, 
and rob him of his ſoul's deareſt treaſure, in the riches. 
he is ſo; unwilling to reſtore: I will teach him that a 


little will ſatisfy a contented mind, Is it not true, my 
father, that we do not want ſuperfluities to make 8e 


happy? Is it not true, Joſeph, that ON 20 W 
rich enough for you?; 


Is Joszpn. 
Ah, my Charlotte! you know 1t. 


RMI. [Looking at De Lys.] Arles 
That then is the infant which I have ſo often car- 


ried in my arms; that! ha ve carreſſed, and folded to 
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my boſom with the fondneſs of a father? 1-inflilled 


the principles of virtue into his heart, but he dif- 


dained my advice; his ſoul is formed differently from 
ours; they have no relation to each other. 


DE Lys. [Goes to the door, gs to heſitate whether he 
fall go or remain, and then exclaims paſfionately 3 


They deſpiſe me | 1 have merited i itt wee feelings 


are intolerable! 


Notary. [Runs 0 De Lys, fetches him to his unc k, and 


exclatms with vi 'vacity. J 


No; you will not retain thoſe avaricious and con- 
tible ſentiments; I ſee the ſtruggles in your 


i Keatt. Had you paſſed the door I ſhould have given 
| you up; but you were not ſo loſt. Senſibility, though 


overpowered for a time, is not extinguiſhed in your 


breaſt, we will rekindle it. Yield with me to the 
pleaſure of embracing this venerable old man, whoſe 
virtues are an honour to you; reconcile yourſelf to his 


ſon, who will love you; and to your lifter, whoſe ten- 
derneſs claims a return. Can you remain untouched 
by the laſt words of your affectionate parent? My 
heart melts at the recollection of them. Oh! ſee 
the tears of this virtuous family, ſympathize with 


them. Courage, young man, courage becomes one of 


us; forget the luxury, the ſplendour, the diſſipation, 
that corrupted you, and give yourſelf up to the feel- 


_ 1ngs of nature, they will amply reoompenie. * 
Dx Lys. During the above ſpeech ſtands in an attitude 


of attentive concern, his hands over his oor s at the con- 
cluſi on, he ſays, | 4 
Yes; Ihave, I have a Fart! you 'haye called forth | 


its genuine and tenderett em tions. 'f To R. . Oh, 
| "I uncle EE ſedogd n 1 on 10 yo * 91 15 Zi 


1. te 1 


I am overcome and convinced. 2 himſelf. into 
the arms of Remi. ] 


CHARLOTTE. [Ryming to De Lys and embraces bim.] 
Oh, my brother! 

JON RD Ne 

My coufin! n 

Dx Lys: [Embracing them] 


| I have been unjuſt, barbarous, Wanna Iam fo 
no longer: I cannot—will not be ſo more: I will 18250 


tate I will love you. 
NoraR V. [Shaking hands with De in 


Excellent! excellent he again belongs to you. 
He i is the brother, the friend to all; he is worthy of; 


ou. 
s 1 Lys. 


Can you ſo ſoon forgive and love me; are you ſa- 


tüisfied with my repentance ? ¶ Joſeph and Charlotte, 


take his hands. I feel ſenſations that till now were un- 
| known to me. H have ſought happineſs every where; 


I courted her in ſplendour, in luxury and miſtook 
: her i in the form of pleaſure : but ſoon, ſoon was I 
| deceived, yet I gave not over the purſuit : little did I 
think ſhe took up her humble a bode with virtuous = 
poverty; the firſt true enjoyment of wy life was in 


Naur embraces, tg 20 
3 4. Rang c. 
You are again my nephew ! I have no equipage; 


no ſplendid apparel ; but under this plain garb aa 


2 heart full of tenderneſs, and a tenderneſs you mal 
henceforth partake. 


Notary. [To De Lys] 


Do not you breathe more freely now ? There are 
many people who know not the happineſs it is to be 


at eaſe here. F his hand on his heart.] 
ü Toszpn. 
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Josxyn. [To Dx Lys; pointing fo Chatlotts.] 


I was her brother, you are ſo now; will you add 


: your approbation to my father's dl our union? 


De 1 
With joy! The contempt with which I this 5 


treated the relation, is now converted to real ſatiſ- 

faction. I did not then conceive you had fo fair a 

claim to the title I beſtowed on you ludicrouſly : for- 
give me, and let the deed for the diviſion of our in- 


heritance be drawn up immediately. I am impatient 


to give you this Proof of my unfeigned contrition. 


 CranLOTTE. 
"Sor: me, brother: you have been . to 


| nie in ſplendour; you have been brought up in high 
liſe, and require a arge- fortune to ſupport the ex- 


penſes incident to it. We, I muſt repeat, require 


only a competency to make our happineſs complete; 
I therefore inſiſt, my father whoſe ſentiments I read 

In his countenance, inſiſts on your keeping what is 
abſolutely neceſſary to ſupport the rank in which you 


have been placed; and that above all things, the 


manor and manſion houſe ſhall be yours. 


Dx Les. 


'Yout generofity, my amiable fiſter, which I greatly 
admire, traces out my duty ; J will withhold nothing 


that is not ſtrictly my due. There are three of you; 
| beſides you are tao good not to know how to diſpoſe 


of the overplus to the beſt advantage. Your friend 
bere ſhall be our judge; I with him to decide my 


ſtrict juſtice. 


RMI. [To the Notary 1- 
Sir, I beſeech you, at our inſtance, to infiſt on bis 


accepting this gift of our ir friendſhip. [To De Lys. } 


You 


A D R A M & 3t:' 97 


You muſt give us this ſatisfaction, or we {hall aſcribe 
your refuſal to pride. A x ou; 
ws Ds-LYS V7 
You ſhall not have any cauſe to ſuſpect me of it; 
J will endeavour. to riſe to your greatneſs. I confent 
to owe you this obligation, and it will be my pride 
and pleaſure on all occaſions to own what I ſhall ever 
feel—how infinitely I am your debtor. 
ac Ih | NorTaxvy. | 
This laſt trait delights me! Your heart was formed 
by nature for the impreſſion of juſtice, ſenſibility, and 
_ goodneſs: all the artifices of a villain have not been 
able to accompliſh the deſtruction of thoſe virtues. 
It is right, however, that you ſhould have a larger 
ſhare of the inheritance, becauſe you have greater 
vccafions of expenſe than thoſe good folks, whoſe 
moderation is in itſelf a fund of riches: but it will 


not be amiſs to give this worthy uncle and his children 


more than they aſk ; becauſe, if they retire to their 
pative home they will find neighbours enough who 
may ſtand in need of their kind offices. 

REMͤI. 

Alas! it is very true. If I am happy I will not 
enjoy that happineſs alone. When I have it in my 
Power, all thoſe honeft people who were companions 

of my misfortunes ſhall ſhare my proſperity. Oh, 
my children! what happineſs awaits us? we ſhall be 

empowered to protect the diſtreſſed. 


Nor AR v. [ Smiling. | 


See there, you have already diſpoſed of your mo- 
ney, and 1n the moſt advantageous manner. Let this 
day, my friends, be conſecrated to joy; to-morrow 

__ we will finiſh the buſineſs. How happily have I em- 
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gs THE DISTRES &'D FAMILY; 


ployed the day; we will paſs the remainder of it to- 
gether ; I am too well ſatisfied with * ny to 
think of * other. 


Dr Lys. 
Fl renounce all other. 


NoTaRy. 


What a happy family are aſſembled ben You 
muſt allow me to confider myſelf one of it, 


Jogzen, 
Nou are the ſaviour of it. 


NorAkv. Rings. 
No, no, the friend, if you pleaſe. 


5 & veral Servants enter with lights. T 1 Notary con- 
 dudts his gueſis into a Ps De 4 leading 
Charlotte, 


* 


© * 


os. ene o 


rat «4 4. cad vows + 


ay a Wo LY ak 


* 
SISSY 


DO TTY OT I OTE Or W 


* 


* 1 
REES 


bl x 
. e 
* hel we _ Luk xi ate hs ern 2 544d 


